
Natsal-3 Reference Tables 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National Survey of Sexual Attitudes 
and Lifestyles (Natsal-3) 

 
Reference tables 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

prepared by Soazig Clifton, Elizabeth Fuller and Dan Philo  
NatCen Social Research 

on behalf of the Natsal team  



Natsal-3 Reference Tables 

 

Foreword 
These tables present key variables from the third National Survey of Sexual Attitudes and 

Lifestyles (Natsal-3), carried out 2010-2012. The survey was carried out by a multi-disciplinary 

team of researchers from University College London, the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine, NatCen Social Research, Public Health England (formerly the Health Protection 

Agency), and the University of Manchester. Natsal-3 was funded through grants from the 

Medical Research Council [G0701757]; and the Wellcome Trust [084840]; with contributions 

from the Economic and Social Research Council and Department of Health. 

 

Main findings from the survey were published by the Lancet in November 2013. Details of these 

and subsequent publications can be found at http://www.natsal.ac.uk/natsal-

3/publications.aspx.  

 

Full information about the survey methodology is provided in a Technical Report, available at 

http://www.natsal.ac.uk/natsal-3/methodology.aspx, and in a paper in the journal Sexually 

Transmitted Infections.1   

 

An anonymised data set and codebook are available from the UK Data Archive: 

http://www.data-archive.ac.uk.  

 

For further information about the Natsal survey series, see http://www.natsal.ac.uk/ .   

 

 
About the tables 

Percentages may not add up to 100% because of rounding. 

 

The following conventions have been used: 

‘<1’ = less than 0.5%, but not zero 

‘<0.1’ = less than 0.05%, but not zero 

‘-’ = zero (i.e. no responses were recorded in this answer category). 

 

Totals are shown for all aged 16-74 and for those aged 16-44, for comparison with Natsal-2. 

 

Unweighted bases and weighted bases are shown. Weighted bases are rounded to the nearest 

integer and individual weighted bases may not add up to the total base because of rounding. 

 

A few participants failed to answer each question. These ‘no answers’ have been excluded from 

the analysis, and so tables describing the same population may have slightly different bases. 

 

Square brackets are used in tables to warn of small sample bases (between 30 and 49). 

Estimates based on 29 or fewer cases are not normally shown. 

 

  

                                                
1 Erens B, Phelps A, Clifton S, Mercer CH, Tanton C, Hussey D, Sonnenberg P, Macdowall W, Field N, Datta 

J, Mitchell K, Copas AJ, Wellings K, Johnson AM. Methodology of the third British National Survey of Sexual 

Attitudes and Lifestyles (Natsal-3). Sexually Transmitted Infections. 2014; 90:84-89 

http://www.natsal.ac.uk/natsal-3/publications.aspx
http://www.natsal.ac.uk/natsal-3/publications.aspx
http://www.natsal.ac.uk/natsal-3/methodology.aspx
http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/
http://www.natsal.ac.uk/natsal-3.aspx
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Table 1 

Sample age distribution, by sex  

  2010-2012 

Age group Men 

% 

Women 

% 

16-24 16 16 

25-34 18 18 

35-44 19 19 

45-54 19 19 

55-64 16 16 

65-74 11 12 

Unweighted bases 6293 8869 

Weighted bases 7508 7654 
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Table 2  

Main source of sex education, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Main source of sex education Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

Lessons at school 39 27 26 22 15 11 31 24 

Friends of about own age 24 31 35 39 46 54 30 37 

First girlfriend/boyfriend/sexual 

partner 
11 12 14 18 19 15 12 15 

Mother 4 4 2 2 1 2 4 3 

Father 3 3 2 2 2 1 2 2 

Brother/sister 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Media 7 13 11 11 10 10 11 10 

Pornography 3 4 5 3 1 <1 4 3 

Internet (excl. pornography) 4 2 <1 <1 - - 2 1 

Doctor/nurse/clinic 1 1 1 <1 <1 - 1 1 

Other 1 1 1 1 2 5 1 2 

         

Women         

Lessons at school 41 29 31 31 22 17 34 29 

Friends of about own age 24 30 30 32 38 44 28 33 

First girlfriend/boyfriend/sexual 

partner 
5 6 9 9 11 11 7 8 

Mother 14 14 10 10 11 11 12 12 

Father 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Brother/sister 2 3 4 4 6 3 3 4 

Media 8 14 13 10 8 7 12 10 

Pornography <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 

Internet (excl. pornography) 2 1  <1 - - - 1 <1 

Doctor/nurse/clinic 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Other 1 1 1 2 2 5 1 2 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1719 1515 791 781 758 660 4025 6224 

Women 2133 2463 1192 1106 1021 861 5788 8776 

Weighted bases         

Men 1232 1368 1398 1396 1176 852 3999 7422 

Women 1203 1368 1429 1421 1224 923 3999 7566 
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Table 3  

Ease with which sex was discussed with parents when aged 14, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, lived with one or both 

parents when growing up 

      2010-2012 

Ease with which sex was 

discussed with parents 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

Easy with one/both 26 19 13 8 4 3 19 13 

Difficult 7 10 9 11 11 6 9 9 

Didn't discuss with either 64 68 76 80 83 89 69 76 

Varied/depended on topic 3 3 2 1 1 2 3 2 

         

Women         

Easy with one/both 32 27 19 15 13 9 26 20 

Difficult 9 13 14 15 13 9 12 12 

Didn't discuss with either 55 55 65 68 71 81 59 65 

Varied/depended on topic 4 5 2 1 3 1 4 3 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1684 1486 788 770 749 638 3958 6115 

Women 2082 2419 1175 1088 999 839 5676 8602 

Weighted bases         

Men 1210 1340 1400 1378 1167 826 3950 7322 

Women 1182 1346 1409 1398 1197 899 3936 7430 
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Table 4 

Ease of talking to children about sexual matters when they were growing up, by age and 

sex 

Aged 35-74, with children aged 16-25 
at time of interview

a
 

    2010-2012 

Ease of talking to children about 

sexual matters when growing up 

Age at 

interview 
    

 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total aged 

35-74 

 % % % % % 

Men      
Easy 33 40 26 [32] 34 

Difficult 13 14 14 [22] 14 

Easy with some, difficult with others 7 13 11 [4] 11 

Depends on topic 22 22 32 [18] 24 

Didn’t discuss 25 12 16 [24] 16 

      

Women      

Easy 65 60 61 b 61 

Difficult 5 5 8 b 6 

Easy with some, difficult with others 9 13 10 b 12 

Depends on topic 17 19 19 b 18 

Didn’t discuss 3 3 2 b 3 

      
Unweighted bases      
Men 131 354 204 39 728 

Women 316 621 201 29 1167 

Weighted bases      

Men 260 723 367 63 1414 

Women 455 927 280 33 1695 

a Base limited to adults who have had contact with their children when they were growing up. 
b Estimates not shown due to small bases (<30 cases) 
[ ] Small bases (between 30 and 50 cases) 
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Table 5  

Had heterosexual intercourse before the age of 16, by age and sexa  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Had heterosexual intercourse 

before the age of 16 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 31 26 27 27 17 15 28 24 

Women 30 25 18 14 10 4 24 17 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1688 1504 792 777 758 653 3984 6172 

Women 2079 2462 1195 1105 1015 848 5736 8704 

Weighted bases         

Men 1213 1360 1396 1384 1175 842 3969 7370 

Women 1171 1366 1426 1416 1216 909 3964 7505 

a Based on respondents who were aged 13 or over when they first had heterosexual intercourse. 
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Table 6  

Willingness of both partners on occasion of first heterosexual intercourse, by age and 

sex 

 

Aged 16-74, with at least one 

opposite-sex partner in lifetime
a
  

      2010-2012 

Willingness of both partners on 

occasion of first sexual 

intercourse 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

Both willing 90 91 92 92 92 93 91 92 

Respondent more willing 3 3 4 4 5 5 4 4 

Partner more willing 6 5 4 4 4 3 5 5 

Respondent also willing 4 4 2 3 3 2 3 3 

Respondent had to be 

persuaded 

2 2 2 1 1 <1 2 1 

Respondent was forced <1 <1 - - <1 - <1 <0.1 

         

Women         

Both willing 82 82 82 82 81 82 82 82 

Respondent more willing 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 

Partner more willing 16 16 16 17 18 17 16 17 

Respondent also willing 6 7 5 4 5 5 6 5 

Respondent had to be persuaded 9 8 10 11 11 11 9 10 

Respondent was forced 1 1 1 3 1 1 1 2 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1329 1429 775 745 724 629 3533 5631 

Women 1683 2386 1180 1084 989 829 5249 8151 

Weighted bases         

Men 975 1284 1367 1335 1135 814 3626 6910 

Women 937 1320 1408 1399 1191 888 3665 7143 

a Based on respondents who were aged 13 or over when they first had heterosexual intercourse. 
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Table 7  

Contraception used on occasion of first heterosexual intercourse, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one 

opposite-sex partner in lifetime
a
 

      2010-2012 

Contraception used on occasion 

of first sexual intercourse 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

Used condom
b
  81 68 56 39 38 35 67 53 

Used another reliable method, but 

no condom
c
 

7 9 11 20 14 9 9 12 

Used unreliable method
d
 2 2 5 6 9 12 3 6 

No contraception used 10 21 28 35 39 45 21 29 

         

Women         

Used condom
b
  82 73 59 45 39 39 70 56 

Used another reliable method, but 

no condom
c
 

8 10 17 24 18 8 12 15 

Used unreliable method
d
 1 2 4 3 10 11 3 5 

No contraception used 10 15 19 27 34 42 15 24 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1327 1425 771 743 723 628 3523 5617 

Women 1660 2343 1159 1047 974 807 5162 7990 

Weighted bases         

Men 974 1280 1363 1334 1134 813 3617 6897 

Women 926 1298 1382 1356 1172 862 3606 6996 

a Based on respondents whose first experience of heterosexual intercourse was not forced and which took 
place when they were aged 13 or over. 

b Includes condom use and another method of contraception. 
c Reliable methods include the pill, emergency contraception. 
d Unreliable methods include withdrawal, the rhythm method. 
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Table 8  

Current opinion of the timing of first heterosexual intercourse, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one 

opposite-sex partner in lifetime
a
 

      2010-2012 

Current opinion of the timing of 

first heterosexual intercourse 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

Should have waited longer 22 15 18 15 13 12 18 16 

Should not have waited so long 5 8 10 8 9 12 8 9 

About the right time 73 77 72 77 78 76 74 76 

         

Women         

Should have waited longer 36 32 32 29 24 19 33 29 

Should not have waited so long 4 3 3 3 5 5 3 4 

About the right time 60 65 66 67 71 76 64 67 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1319 1419 771 736 715 624 3509 5584 

Women 1656 2332 1162 1048 973 808 5150 7979 

Weighted bases         

Men 967 1274 1362 1320 1120 807 3604 6851 

Women 922 1291 1385 1354 1170 868 3599 6991 

a Based on respondents whose first experience of heterosexual intercourse was not forced and which took 
place when they were aged 13 or over. 
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Table 9  

Sexual competence on occasion of first heterosexual intercourse, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one 

opposite-sex partner in lifetime
b
 

      2010-2012 

Sexual competence on occasion 

of first heterosexual intercourse 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

Not competent 44 47 53 56 61 67 48 54 

Competent 56 53 47 44 39 33 52 46 

         

Women         

Not competent 52 49 51 54 57 57 51 53 

Competent 48 51 49 46 43 43 49 47 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1323 1424 773 744 721 625 3520 5610 

Women 1679 2381 1175 1075 988 822 5235 8120 

Weighted bases         

Men 970 1279 1364 1332 1130 809 3613 6885 

Women 936 1316 1402 1388 1189 880 3654 7112 

a Sexual competence defined as not having met the following four self-reported criteria: both partners equally 
willing, use of reliable contraception, autonomy of decision – i.e. not due to peer pressure, drunkenness or 
drugs – and occurrence at the perceived ‘right time’. Reliable contraception defined as condom or the 
contraceptive pill. 

b Based on respondents whose first experience of heterosexual intercourse was not forced and which took 
place when they were aged 13 or over. 
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Table 10  

Sexual attraction, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Sexual attraction Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

Women only 92 92 95 93 91 95 93 93 

More often women, men at least once 4 5 3 4 6 3 4 4 

About equally often men and women 1 <1 <1 1 1 <1 1 1 

More often men, women at least once 1 1 1 1 1 <1 1 1 

Men only 1 2 1 1 1 <1 1 1 

Never felt sexually attracted to anyone 

at all 
1 <1 <1 <1 1 <1 1 <1 

         

Women         

Men only 81 82 86 90 94 96 83 88 

More often men, women at least once 13 15 11 8 4 3 13 9 

About equally often women and men 3 1 1 1 <1 1 2 1 

More often women, men at least once 1 1 1 1 <1 <1 1 1 

Women only 1 <1 1 1 <1 <1 <1 <1 

Never felt sexually attracted to anyone 

at all 
2 1 1 <1 1 1 1 1 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1727 1521 805 787 771 662 4053 6273 

Women 2137 2484 1210 1121 1028 874 5831 8854 

Weighted bases         

Men 1236 1372 1424 1403 1196 855 4033 7487 

Women 1205 1378 1450 1439 1232 935 4033 7639 
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Table 11  

Sexual experience, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Sexual experience Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

Women only 87 92 94 93 91 95 91 92 

More often women, men at least once 5 5 4 5 6 4 5 5 

About equally often men and women <1 <1 <1 - 1 <1 <1 <1 

More often men, women at least once 1 1 1 1 1 - 1 1 

Men only 1 1 1 1 1 <1 1 1 

Never had sexual experience with 

anyone at all 
6 1 <1 <1 1 1 2 1 

         

Women         

Men only 75 82 89 92 94 98 82 88 

More often men, women at least once 16 16 9 6 5 1 14 9 

About equally often women and men 2 <1 1 <1 <1 <1 1 1 

More often women, men at least once 1 1 1 1 1 <1 1 1 

Women only <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 

Never had sexual experience with 

anyone at all 
6 1 <1 - <1 <1 2 1 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1726 1520 804 785 767 661 4050 6263 

Women 2134 2479 1209 1119 1028 874 5822 8843 

Weighted bases         

Men 1236 1370 1423 1400 1191 853 4029 7474 

Women 1203 1375 1447 1435 1232 935 4025 7628 
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Table 12  

Ever had heterosexual sex
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Ever had heterosexual sex
a
 Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 80 95 98 98 98 98 92 95 

Women 81 97 100 99 99 99 93 96 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1725 1520 804 789 764 663 4049 6265 

Women 2137 2484 1206 1116 1025 865 5827 8833 

Weighted bases         

Men 1236 1371 1423 1403 1185 854 4030 7472 

Women 1205 1378 1443 1433 1229 923 4026 7612 

a Heterosexual sex at the age of 13 or above. 
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Table 13  

Last occasion of vaginal sex
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Last occasion of vaginal sex Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

In last 7 days 35 53 52 46 36 21 47 42 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 17 22 23 23 19 16 21 21 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 13 9 11 12 12 10 11 11 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 8 5 5 4 7 9 6 6 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 5 4 5 8 11 19 5 8 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 2 3 5 11 22 2 6 

Never 21 6 2 3 3 2 9 6 

         

Women         

In last 7 days 42 54 48 43 26 10 48 39 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 18 22 24 22 16 11 22 19 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 10 11 12 12 10 9 11 11 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 6 4 5 5 8 7 5 6 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 4 5 7 10 17 18 5 9 

Longer than 5 years ago <1 2 3 7 23 44 2 11 

Never 21 3 1 1 1 1 8 5 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1713 1500 795 771 729 613 4008 6121 

Women 2118 2435 1183 1091 994 816 5736 8637 

Weighted bases         

Men 1227 1353 1403 1372 1130 791 3983 7276 

Women 1195 1350 1418 1400 1188 870 3962 7419 

a Vaginal sex defined as a man’s penis in a woman’s vagina. 
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Table 14  

Last occasion of heterosexual oral sex to partner, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Last occasion of heterosexual 

oral sex
a
 to partner 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

In last 7 days 24 28 25 23 15 10 26 22 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 18 21 21 19 12 5 20 17 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 15 16 16 17 12 7 16 14 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 8 9 12 9 9 6 10 9 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 6 10 14 12 15 13 10 12 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 4 6 12 21 32 4 11 

Never 29 12 6 8 16 27 15 15 

         

Women         

In last 7 days 26 27 20 16 8 4 24 17 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 18 23 24 17 8 3 22 16 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 14 17 18 15 8 5 17 14 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 9 10 9 10 7 4 9 8 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 5 10 15 16 16 9 10 12 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 3 6 14 29 34 3 13 

Never 27 11 8 13 25 41 14 19 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1713 1501 792 771 728 615 4006 6120 

Women 2119 2431 1181 1087 993 809 5731 8620 

Weighted bases         

Men 1227 1354 1398 1371 1129 793 3979 7272 

Women 1195 1348 1415 1391 1187 860 3958 7396 

a Oral sex defined as a man or woman’s mouth on a partner’s genital area 
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Table 15  

Last occasion of heterosexual oral sex from partner, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Last occasion of heterosexual 

oral sex
a
 from partner 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

In last 7 days 26 30 23 23 15 7 26 22 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 19 22 22 17 12 6 21 17 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 16 16 18 16 11 7 17 15 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 8 9 11 10 8 5 9 9 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 6 10 13 13 14 14 9 11 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 4 6 13 23 31 4 11 

Never 25 10 8 8 19 31 14 15 

         

Women         

In last 7 days 22 24 17 13 8 4 21 15 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 20 22 22 16 7 3 21 16 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 15 18 20 18 9 4 18 15 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 9 10 11 10 7 4 10 9 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 6 12 15 16 18 11 11 13 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 4 8 15 28 34 4 14 

Never 28 10 8 13 24 41 15 19 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1713 1501 791 771 728 613 4005 6117 

Women 2119 2430 1179 1086 992 809 5728 8615 

Weighted bases         

Men 1227 1354 1397 1371 1129 792 3978 7269 

Women 1195 1347 1412 1391 1186 860 3954 7391 

a Oral sex defined as a man or woman’s mouth on a partner’s genital area 
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Table 16  

Last occasion of heterosexual anal sex, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Last occasion of heterosexual 

anal sex
a
 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

In last 7 days 2 4 2 1 1 1 2 2 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 3 4 3 3 1 1 3 3 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 6 5 5 4 3 1 5 4 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 7 5 6 5 2 <1 6 5 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 10 20 14 9 6 3 14 11 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 11 14 15 12 9 9 11 

Never 71 52 57 63 74 85 59 65 

         

Women         

In last 7 days 2 2 2 1 1 2 2 2 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 3 3 2 2 1 <1 3 2 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 6 5 4 3 1 1 5 3 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 6 5 4 2 1 1 5 3 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 10 13 10 6 3 2 11 8 

Longer than 5 years ago 2 11 13 10 12 12 9 10 

Never 71 61 64 75 81 82 65 72 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1713 1500 792 771 729 615 4005 6120 

Women 2121 2433 1180 1087 994 810 5734 8625 

Weighted bases         

Men 1227 1353 1398 1371 1129 793 3979 7271 

Women 1196 1349 1412 1395 1188 862 3958 7402 

a Anal sex defined as a man’s penis in a partner’s anus (rectum or back passage) 
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Table 17  

Last occasion of heterosexual genital contact not involving intercourse, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Last occasion of heterosexual 

genital contact not involving 

intercourse
a
 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

In last 7 days 28 34 28 26 19 11 30 26 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 20 20 24 19 16 10 21 19 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 15 15 12 15 13 9 14 13 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 8 7 10 7 8 6 8 8 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 7 8 9 11 12 17 8 10 

Longer than 5 years ago 2 4 7 11 15 27 4 10 

Never 19 12 11 12 17 19 14 15 

         

Women         

In last 7 days 31 31 24 21 11 8 28 22 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 19 24 23 20 12 7 22 18 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 15 14 18 13 10 7 16 13 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 8 8 9 9 8 7 8 8 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 6 9 10 11 18 12 8 11 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 4 7 15 24 38 4 13 

Never 21 10 9 12 17 22 13 14 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1709 1497 795 770 728 613 4001 6112 

Women 2116 2430 1177 1090 993 810 5723 8616 

Weighted bases         

Men 1225 1348 1404 1369 1128 789 3977 7264 

Women 1194 1347 1411 1400 1187 862 3952 7401 

a Genital contact defined as: forms of contact with the genital area NOT leading to intercourse (vaginal, oral, or 
anal) but intended to achieve orgasm, for example stimulating by hand (mutual masturbation). 
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Table 18  

Number of occasions of heterosexual sex in last four weeks, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one 

opposite-sex partner in last year 

      2010-2012 

Number of occasions of 

heterosexual sex
a
  

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 26 16 17 18 26 37 19 21 

1 10 10 12 13 16 16 11 12 

2 10 12 15 18 16 18 13 15 

3 8 11 12 11 8 7 11 10 

4 9 10 12 11 10 9 10 10 

5+ 37 42 33 30 22 13 37 32 

Mean (SD) 5.1 (7.2) 5.4 (6.5) 4.1 (4.3) 4.1 (6.1) 3.2 (4.5) 2.3 (3.6) 4.9 (6.0) 4.3 (5.7) 

Median (IQR) 3 (0-7) 4 (1-8) 3 (1-6) 3 (1-6) 2 (0-4) 1 (0-3) 3 (1-6) 3 (1-6) 

         

Women         

0 20 16 19 23 35 49 18 23 

1 9 11 12 14 15 20 11 12 

2 10 12 14 15 13 14 12 13 

3 10 11 13 12 9 5 11 11 

4 7 10 12 10 11 6 10 10 

5+ 44 40 30 26 18 6 37 30 

Mean (SD) 5.8 (6.6) 4.9 (5.1) 4.0 (4.6) 3.4 (4.2) 2.5 (3.4) 1.3 (2.3) 4.8 (5.4) 4.0 (4.9) 

Median (IQR) 4 (1-8) 4 (1-7) 3 (1-5) 2 (1-5) 2 (0-4) 1 (0-2) 3 (1-6) 3 (1-6) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1256 1334 708 624 509 321 3298 4752 

Women 1636 2209 1029 852 567 277 4874 6570 

Weighted bases         

Men 923 1206 1283 1182 848 463 3412 5905 

Women 906 1232 1265 1168 753 350 3403 5673 

a Defined as vaginal, oral, or anal sex 
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Table 19  

Last occasion of masturbation, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Last occasion of masturbation Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

In last 7 days 69 63 54 46 36 21 62 50 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 17 20 22 23 22 15 20 20 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 7 8 10 12 12 13 8 10 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 3 3 4 6 7 11 4 5 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 2 5 4 6 9 14 4 6 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 2 5 7 14 26 3 8 

         

Women         

In last 7 days 32 28 23 22 11 6 27 22 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 29 26 25 26 15 13 26 23 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 17 18 21 17 19 12 19 18 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 10 11 11 8 12 13 11 11 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 10 9 10 12 18 20 10 12 

Longer than 5 years ago 3 7 10 15 25 36 7 14 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1528 1409 754 716 663 559 3691 5629 

Women 1212 1938 987 853 710 447 4137 6147 

Weighted bases         

Men 1099 1262 1328 1272 1028 720 3690 6709 

Women 682 1078 1173 1078 845 468 2933 5324 
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Table 20  

Ever had sexual experience or contact with partner of the same sex, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Ever had same-sex 

experience/contact 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

Any sexual experience or contact 7 8 7 9 10 6 7 8 

Sexual experience involving genital 

contact 
4 6 5 7 7 3 5 6        

         

Women         

Any sexual experience or contact 19 18 12 9 7 3 16 11 

Sexual experience involving genital 

contact 
8 9 7 7 3 1 8 6 

         

Unweighted bases
a
         

Men 1727 1521 806 789 772 662 4054 6277 

Women 2139 2484 1211 1121 1029 874 5834 8858 

Weighted bases
a
         

Men 1237 1371 1425 1405 1197 855 4033 7490 

Women 1206 1378 1448 1439 1234 935 4033 7640 

a Bases shown for any sexual experience or contact. 
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Table 21  

Had sexual intercourse with partner of the same sex before the age of 16, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Had intercourse with someone of 

the same sex before the age of 16 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 2 1 1 2 3 1 1 2 

Women 2 1 1 1 <1 <1 1 1 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1727 1516 805 788 769 659 4060 6264 

Women 2136 2482 1210 1120 1026 872 5828 8846 

Weighted bases         

Men 1237 1368 1423 1403 1193 850 4038 7474 

Women 1205 1377 1447 1438 1229 930 4030 7627 
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Table 22  

Last occasion of oral sex to same-sex partner, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Last occasion of oral sex to 

same-sex partner 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

In last 7 days 1 2 1 1 <1 <1 1 1 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 1 <1 1 1 <1 <1 <1 <1 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 1 1 <1 1 1 <1 1 1 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago <1 <1 1 <1 1 <1 <1 <1 

Longer than 5 years ago <1 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 

Never 97 96 96 95 96 98 96 96 

         

Women         

In last 7 days 1 1 1 <1 <1 <1 1 <1 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago <1 <1 1 <1 <1 - 1 <1 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 1 <1 <1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 1 <1 <1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 2 2 1 1 <1 <1 2 1 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 3 2 3 2 <1 2 2 

Never 94 93 94 95 98 99 94 95 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1727 1517 805 789 770 659 4049 6267 

Women 2134 2481 1210 1119 1028 872 5825 8844 

Weighted bases         

Men 1237 1369 1423 1405 1195 850 4029 7479 

Women 1204 1377 1447 1436 1233 930 4028 7627 

a Oral sex defined as a man or woman’s mouth on a partner’s genital area 
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Table 23  

Last occasion of oral sex from same-sex partner, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Last occasion of oral sex from 

same-sex partner 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

In last 7 days 1 2 1 1 <1 <1 1 1 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 1 <1 <1 1 <1 <1 <1 <1 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 1 1 <1 1 1 - 1 1 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago <1 <1 <1 <1 1 <1 <1 <1 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 1 1 <1 <1 1 <1 1 1 

Longer than 5 years ago <1 2 2 3 2 1 1 2 

Never 97 95 96 94 95 98 96 96 

         

Women         

In last 7 days 1 1 <1 <1 - <1 1 <1 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 1 <1 1 <1 <1 - 1 <1 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 1 <1 <1 <1 - - <1 <1 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 2 2 1 1 <1 <1 2 1 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 3 2 3 2 <1 2 2 

Never 94 93 94 95 98 99 94 95 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1727 1517 805 789 770 659 4049 6267 

Women 2134 2481 1210 1119 1028 872 5825 8844 

Weighted bases         

Men 1237 1369 1423 1405 1195 850 4029 7479 

Women 1204 1377 1447 1436 1233 930 4028 7627 

a Oral sex defined as a man or woman’s mouth on a partner’s genital area 
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Table 24  

Last occasion of anal sex to same-sex partner (men), by age and sex  

Men aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Last occasion of anal sex to 

same-sex partner 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

In last 7 days <1 1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 <1 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago <1 1 <1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 1 1 1 <1 <1 - 1 1 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago <1 <1 1 1 <1 <1 <1 <1 

Longer than 5 years ago <1 1 <1 2 1 <1 <1 1 

Never 98 96 98 96 97 99 97 97 

         

Unweighted bases 1727 1517 805 789 770 659 4049 6267 

Weighted bases 1237 1369 1423 1405 1195 850 4029 7479 

a Anal sex defined as a man’s penis in a partner’s anus (rectum or back passage) 
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Table 25  

Last occasion of anal sex from same-sex partner (men), by age and sex  

Men aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Last occasion of anal sex from 

same-sex partner 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

In last 7 days <1 1 <1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago <1 1 1 1 <1 <1 1 <1 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago <1 <1 <1 <1 - - <1 <1 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago <1 1 <1 1 1 - 1 1 

Longer than 5 years ago <1 1 <1 1 1 1 <1 1 

Never 98 97 98 96 98 99 98 97 

         

Unweighted bases 1727 1517 805 789 770 659 4049 6267 

Weighted bases 1237 1369 1423 1405 1195 850 4029 7479 

a Anal sex defined as a man’s penis in a partner’s anus (rectum or back passage) 
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Table 26  

Last occasion of genital contact with same-sex partner not involving intercourse, by age 

and sex 

 

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Last occasion of genital contact 

with same-sex partner not 

involving intercourse 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

In last 7 days 1 2 1 1 <1 <1 1 1 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago 1 <1 1 1 <1 <1 1 <1 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 1 <1 <1 <1 1 <1 <1 <1 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 1 1 <1 <1 1 <1 1 <1 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 2 2 4 4 2 1 2 

Never 97 95 96 94 94 97 96 95 

         

Women         

In last 7 days 1 1 1 <1 - <1 1 1 

Between 7 days and 4 weeks ago <1 <1 <1 1 <1 - <1 <1 

Between 4 weeks and 6 months ago 1 <1 1 <1 <1 - 1 <1 

Between 6 months and 1 year ago 1 <1 1 <1 - - 1 <1 

Between 1 year and 5 years ago 3 2 1 1 <1 <1 2 1 

Longer than 5 years ago 1 4 3 4 3 1 3 3 

Never 93 92 93 94 97 99 93 94 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1727 1517 805 789 770 659 4049 6267 

Women 2134 2482 1210 1119 1028 872 5826 8845 

Weighted bases         

Men 1237 1369 1423 1405 1195 850 4029 7479 

Women 1204 1377 1447 1436 1233 930 4029 7628 

a Genital contact defined as: forms of contact with the genital area NOT leading to intercourse (vaginal, oral, or 
anal) but intended to achieve orgasm, for example stimulating by hand (mutual masturbation). 
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Table 27  

Number of opposite-sex partners in lifetime, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of 

opposite-sex 

partners  

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total aged 

16-44 

Total aged 

16-74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 20 5 2 2 2 2 8 6 

1 15 13 12 9 15 23 13 14 

2 12 7 6 7 9 11 8 8 

3-4 16 14 12 14 18 18 14 15 

5-9 18 24 26 25 24 23 23 23 

10+ 20 38 42 43 32 22 34 34 

Mean (SD) 6.5 (13.3) 13.7 (23.9) 14.3 (24.2) 17.5 (70.4) 20.1 (149.2) 12.1 (45.0) 11.7 (21.6) 14.1 (69.6) 

Median (IQR) 3 (1-7) 6 (3-15) 8 (4-18) 8 (4-20) 5 (2-11) 4 (2-8) 6 (2-13) 6 (2-12) 

         

Women         

0 20 3 1 1 1 1 7 4 

1 16 18 16 20 29 43 17 22 

2 10 8 8 11 15 18 9 11 

3-4 16 16 19 22 22 19 17 19 

5-9 21 25 28 28 21 11 25 23 

10+ 16 30 28 19 12 8 25 20 

Mean (SD) 5.2 (8.1) 8.9 (17.2) 8.5 (19.7) 6.8 (11.8) 6.1 (38.3) 6.3 (73.9) 7.7 (16.2) 7.1 (32.1) 

Median (IQR) 3 (1-7) 5 (2-10) 5 (3-10) 4 (2-7) 3 (1-5) 2 (1-4) 4 (2-10) 4 (1-8) 

         

Unweighted 

bases 

        

Men 1702 1477 787 757 709 596 3966 6028 

Women 2107 2412 1168 1066 984 793 5687 8530 

Weighted bases         

Men 1218 1334 1387 1355 1102 773 3940 7170 

Women 1188 1339 1399 1373 1178 846 3926 7323 
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Table 28  

Number of opposite-sex partners in last five years, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of opposite-sex partners  Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 21 7 4 8 15 28 10 12 

1 19 44 68 68 68 63 45 55 

2 13 13 10 11 7 4 12 10 

3-4 17 16 9 7 5 3 14 10 

5-9 17 12 6 4 3 1 11 7 

10+ 13 10 3 3 2 1 9 6 

Mean (SD) 4.8 (8.2) 3.8 (6.8) 2.2 (6.9) 1.9 (4.9) 1.6 (3.8) 1.0 (1.7) 3.6 (7.4) 2.7 (6.2) 

Median (IQR) 2 (1-5) 1 (1-4) 1 (1-2) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (0-1) 1 (1-4) 1 (1-2) 

         

Women         

0 20 4 4 9 26 45 9 16 

1 23 57 75 77 69 53 53 60 

2 14 14 11 9 4 1 13 9 

3-4 17 14 7 4 1 0 12 8 

5-9 16 8 3 1 0 0 9 5 

10+ 10 3 1 1 0 0 4 2 

Mean (SD) 3.7 (5.4) 2.3 (3.2) 2.1 (16.0) 1.2 (1.5) 0.8 (0.7) 0.6 (0.7) 2.6 (10.2) 1.8 (7.5) 

Median (IQR) 2 (1-5) 1 (1-2) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (0-1) 1 (0-1) 1 (1-3) 1 (1-1) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1704 1489 787 766 713 608 3980 6067 

Women 2104 2420 1173 1075 986 802 5697 8560 

Weighted bases         

Men 1220 1344 1388 1366 1101 786 3953 7206 

Women 1186 1342 1406 1383 1180 856 3934 7353 
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Table 29  

Number of opposite-sex partners in last year, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of opposite-sex partners  Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 24 10 8 13 23 40 13 18 

1 42 71 82 76 68 56 66 67 

2 15 8 5 6 4 2 9 7 

3 11 7 4 3 2 1 7 5 

5+ 8 4 1 2 2 1 4 3 

Mean (SD) 1.9 (3.3) 1.6 (3.2) 1.2 (1.1) 1.1 (1.3) 1.0 (1.2) 0.7 (0.7) 1.5 (2.7) 1.3 (2.2) 

Median (IQR) 1 (1-2) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (0-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

         

Women         

0 23 8 9 15 36 58 13 22 

1 50 79 83 80 62 41 72 68 

2 12 6 5 3 1 0 7 5 

3 9 4 2 1 0 0 5 3 

5+ 6 3 1 0 0 - 3 2 

Mean (SD) 1.5 (2.0) 1.2 (1.3) 1.3 (5.4) 0.9 (0.7) 0.7 (0.6) 0.4 (0.5) 1.3 (3.5) 1.0 (2.6) 

Median (IQR) 1 (1-2) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (0-1) 0 (0-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1698 1489 785 761 711 604 3972 6048 

Women 2102 2416 1170 1073 979 800 5688 8540 

Weighted bases         

Men 1215 1344 1384 1358 1097 782 3944 7181 

Women 1184 1341 1402 1379 1171 853 3927 7330 

 
 
  



Natsal-3 Reference Tables 

 

Table 30  

Number of new opposite-sex partners in last year, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of new opposite-sex 

partners  

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 54 74 87 88 90 95 72 80 

1 26 15 8 7 7 4 16 12 

2+ 20 11 6 5 3 1 12 8 

Mean (SD) 1.1 (2.3) 0.6 (1.9) 0.3 (1.0) 0.2 (0.8) 0.2  (0.7) 0.1 (0.4) 0.6 (1.8) 0.4 (1.4) 

Median (IQR) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-0) 

         

Women         

0 62 80 89 91 96 98 78 85 

1 22 13 8 7 4 2 14 10 

2+ 16 6 3 2 <1 <1 8 5 

Mean (SD)
 
 0.8 (1.5) 0.3 (1.1) 0.3 (5.0) 0.1 (0.6) 0.0 (0.3) 0.0 (0.2) 0.5 (3.2) 0.3 (2.4) 

Median (IQR)
 
 0 (0-1) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1697 1488 783 760 710 603 3968 6041 

Women 2103 2413 1168 1073 979 799 5684 8535 

Weighted bases         

Men 1215 1343 1381 1356 1096 781 3938 7171 

Women 1185 1339 1399 1378 1171 852 3923 7323 

 
 
 
  



Natsal-3 Reference Tables 

Table 31  

Number of same-sex partners in lifetime, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of same-sex partners  Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 97 95 96 93 94 97 96 95 

1 1 2 1 3 2 1 1 2 

2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

3-4 1 <1 1 1 1 <1 <1 1 

5-9 <1 1 <1 1 1 <1 <1 1 

10+ 1 2 1 2 1 <1 1 1 

Mean (SD)
 a
 6.8  

(12.0) 

28.5 

(94.5) 

[41.3 

(106.3)] 

29.6 

(118.4) 

11.7 

(28.5) 

b 27.5 

(88.1) 

24.4 

(89.7) 

Median (IQR)
 a
 3 (1-7) 3 (1-20) [2 (1-10)] 2 (1-5) 3 (1-6) b 3 (1-13) 2 (1-8) 

         

Women         

0 93 92 93 94 97 99 92 94 

1 4 5 3 3 2 <1 4 3 

2 1 2 2 1 1 - 1 1 

3-4 1 1 1 1 <1 <1 1 1 

5-9 1 1 1 <1 <1 <1 1 <1 

10+ <1 <1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 <1 

Mean (SD)
 a
 3.0 (6.1) 2.3 (3.3) 3.5 (6.7) 2.9 (5.4) b b 2.9 (5.5) 2.8 (5.3) 

Median (IQR)
 a
 1 (1-3) 1 (1-3) 2 (1-3) 1 (1-3) b b 1 (1-3) 1 (1-3) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1726 1518 805 788 768 658 4049 6263 

Women 2135 2480 1209 1120 1028 871 5824 8843 

Weighted bases         

Men 1236 1369 1423 1404 1191 849 4028 7472 

Women 1205 1376 1446 1438 1233 930 4027 7627 

a Mean and median based on those with at least one same-sex partner ever. 
b Estimates not shown due to small bases (<30 cases). 
[ ] Small bases (between 30 and 50 cases) 
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Table 32  

Number of same-sex partners in last five years, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of same-sex partners  Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 97 97 98 97 98 99 97 97 

1 1 1 1 1 1 <1 1 1 

2 <1 <1 <1 <1 1 - <1 <1 

3-4 1 <1 <1 1 <1 <1 <1 <1 

5-9 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 

10+ <1 1 1 1 <1 <1 1 1 

Mean (SD)
 a
 5.4 (11.5) 9.6 (17.2) 13.2 (51.7) 4.2 (11.2) 2.4 (7.1)  b 9.7 (32.4) 6.3 (23.5) 

Median (IQR)
 a
 2 (1-6) 1 (0-8) 1 (0-5) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-2) b 1 (0-5) 1 (0-3) 

         

Women         

0 94 95 96 97 99 100 95 97 

1 4 3 2 2 1 - 3 2 

2 1 1 <1 <1 <1 <1 1 1 

3-4 1 1 <1 <1 - - 1 <1 

5-9 <1 <1 <1 - - - <1 <1 

10+ <1 <1 <1 - - <1 <1 <1 

Mean (SD)
 a
 2.3 (5.2) 1.1 (1.7) 0.9 (1.6) 0.6 (0.8) 0.4 (0.6) b 1.4 (3.2) 1.2 (2..7) 

Median (IQR)
 a
 1 (1-2) 1 (0-1) 1 (0-1) 0 (0-1) b b 1 (0-1) 1 (0-1) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1727 1518 805 788 770 659 4050 6267 

Women 2136 2482 1210 1119 1028 872 5828 8847 

Weighted bases         

Men 1237 1369 1423 1404 1195 850 4030 7478 

Women 1205 1377 1447 1437 1233 930 4030 7630 

a Mean and median based on those with at least one same-sex partner ever. 
b Estimates not shown due to small bases (<30 cases. 
[ ] Small bases (between 30 and 50 cases) 
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Table 33  

Number of same-sex partners in last year, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of same-sex partners  Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 98 97 98 97 98 99 98 98 

1 1 1 1 1 1 <1 1 1 

2 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 

3 1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 

5+ <1 1 <1 1 1 <1 <1 <1 

Mean (SD)
 a
 1.6 (2.5) 2.5 (6.2) [3.3 (12.9)] 1.3 (3.0) 1.0 (2.0) b 2.5 (8.5) 1.8 (6.2) 

Median (IQR)
 a
 1 (0-2) 1 (0-2) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-1) b 1 (0-2) 0 (0-1) 

         

Women         

0 96 98 97 98 99 100 97 98 

1 3 2 2 2 1 <1 2 2 

2 1 <1 <1 <1 - - <1 <1 

3 <1 <1 <1 <1 - - <1 <1 

5+ <1 <1 - - - - <1 <1 

Mean (SD)
 a
 1.0 (2.7) 0.4 (0.8 0.6 (0.8) 0.4 (0.7) b b 0.6 (1.6) 0.5 (1.4) 

Median (IQR)
 a
 1 (0-1) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-1) b b 0 (0-1) 0 (0-1) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1726 1518 805 787 770 659 4049 6265 

Women 2136 2481 1209 1119 1028 872 5826 8845 

Weighted bases         

Men 1237 1369 1423 1402 1195 850 4030 7476 

Women 1205 1377 1447 1437 1233 930 4029 7629 

a Mean and median based on those with at least one same-sex partner ever. 
b Estimates not shown due to small bases (<30 cases). 
[ ] Small bases (between 30 and 50 cases) 
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Table 34  

Number of new same-sex partners in last year, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of new same-sex 

partners  

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 98 98 99 99 99 100 99 99 

1 1 <1 <1 <1 <1 - 1 <1 

2+ 1 1 1 1 1 <1 1 1 

Mean (SD)
 a
 0.9 (2.4) 1.7 (5.9) 2.8 (12.9) 0.8 (2.9) 0.7 (1.6) b 1.9 (8.4) 1.3 (6.1) 

Median (IQR)
 a
 0 (0-1) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) b 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 

         

Women         

0 98 99 99 99 100 100 99 99 

1 1 <1 1 <1 <1 - 1 1 

2+ 1 <1 <1 <1 - - <1 <1 

Mean (SD)
 a
 0.4 (2.3) 0.1 (0.5) 0.1 (0.4) 0.1 (0.5) b b 0.2 (1.3) 0.1 (1.1) 

Median (IQR)
 a
 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) b b 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1726 1517 805 787 770 659 4048 6264 

Women 2136 2481 1209 1119 1028 872 5826 8845 

Weighted bases         

Men 1237 1368 1423 1402 1195 850 4028 7475 

Women 1205 1377 1447 1437 1233 930 4029 7629 

a Mean and median based on those with at least one same-sex partner ever. 
b Estimates not shown due to small bases  (<30 cases). 
[ ] Small bases (between 30 and 50 cases) 
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Table 35  

Number of opposite- and same-sex partners in lifetime, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of opposite- and same-

sex partners  

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 18 4 1 1 2 1 7 4 

1 15 12 11 8 15 23 13 13 

2 12 7 6 7 9 11 8 8 

3-4 16 14 12 14 17 18 14 15 

5-9 18 24 26 26 24 24 23 24 

10+ 20 40 43 44 33 23 35 35 

Mean (SD) 6.7  

(13.4) 

15.3 

(33.0) 

16.0 

(33.0) 

19.7 

(77.2) 

20.8 

(149.8) 

12.8 

(47.7) 

12.9 

(28.7) 

15.4 

(72.6) 

Median (IQR) 3 (1-7) 7 (3-16) 8 (4-19) 8 (4-20) 6 (2-12) 4 (2-8) 6 (2-14) 6 (2-14) 

         

Women         

0 19 2 <1 <1 1 1 7 4 

1 16 18 16 19 29 43 17 22 

2 10 8 8 11 15 17 9 11 

3-4 16 16 19 21 21 19 17 19 

5-9 21 25 29 28 22 11 25 23 

10+ 17 31 29 20 13 8 26 21 

Mean (SD) 5.5 (8.6) 9.1 (17.3) 8.8 (21.4) 7.0 (11.9)  6.2 (38.3) 6.4 (73.9) 7.8 (17.0) 7.3 (32.4) 

Median (IQR) 3 (1-7) 5 (2-11) 5 (3-10) 4 (2-8) 3 (1-5) 2 (1-4) 5 (2-10) 4 (1-8) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1701 1476 787 755 706 594 3964 6019 

Women 2105 2410 1167 1066 984 793 5682 8525 

Weighted bases         

Men 1218 1334 1387 1351 1097 770 3939 7156 

Women 1187 1338 1398 1373 1178 846 3923 7320 
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Table 36  

Number of opposite- and same-sex partners in last five years, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of opposite- and same-

sex partners  

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 19 4 3 6 14 28 8 11 

1 18 44 68 68 68 63 45 55 

2 13 13 10 11 7 5 12 10 

3-4 18 16 9 8 5 3 14 10 

5+ 32 23 10 7 6 2 21 14 

Mean (SD) 4.9 (8.3) 4.3 (8.0) 2.8 (12.9) 2.2 (5.8) 1.7 (4.4) 1.0 (1.9) 4.0 (10.1) 3.0 (8.2) 

Median (IQR) 2 (1-6) 2 (1-4) 1 (1-2) 1 (1-2) 1 (1-1) 1 (0-1) 1 (1-4) 1 (1-2) 

         

Women         

0 20 3 2 8 25 45 8 15 

1 23 56 75 77 70 53 53 60 

2 14 14 11 9 4 1 13 9 

3-4 17 14 8 4 1 <1 12 8 

5+ 27 12 4 2 <1 1 14 8 

Mean (SD) 3.9 (5.8) 2.4 (3.3) 2.1 (16.4) 1.3 (1.5) 0.9 (0.7) 0.6 (0.8) 2.7 (10.5) 1.9 (7.8) 

Median (IQR) 2 (1-5) 1 (1-3) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (0-1) 1 (1-3) 1 (1-1) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1703 1488 787 764 712 607 3978 6061 

Women 2103 2420 1173 1075 986 802 5696 8559 

Weighted bases         

Men 1220 1344 1388 1362 1100 784 3951 7197 

Women 1186 1342 1406 1383 1180 856 3934 7352 
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Table 37  

Number of opposite- and same-sex partners in last year, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of opposite- and same-

sex partners  

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 23 8 6 11 23 40 12 16 

1 43 72 82 77 68 56 67 68 

2 15 8 6 6 4 2 9 7 

3-4 11 7 4 3 2 1 7 5 

5+ 8 5 2 2 3 1 5 4 

Mean (SD) 1.9 (3.3) 1.7 (3.5) 1.3 (2.9) 1.2 (1.6) 1.0 (1.4) 0.7 (0.8) 1.6 (3.2) 1.4 (2.6) 

Median (IQR) 1 (1-2) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (0-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

         

Women         

0 22 7 8 14 36 58 12 21 

1 50 80 84 81 63 41 72 69 

2 12 6 5 4 1 <1 8 5 

3-4 9 5 2 1 <1 <1 5 3 

5+ 7 3 1 <1 <1 - 3 2 

Mean (SD) 1.6 (2.3) 1.3 (1.3) 1.3 (5.5) 1.0 (0.7) 0.7 (0.6) 0.4 (0.5) 1.4 (3.6) 1.1  (2.7) 

Median (IQR) 1 (1-2) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (0-1) 0 (0-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1696 1488 785 758 710 603 3969 6040 

Women 2101 2415 1169 1073 979 800 5685 8537 

Weighted bases         

Men 1214 1343 1384 1351 1097 780 3942 7170 

Women 1184 1341 1401 1379 1171 853 3926 7329 
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Table 38  

Number of new opposite- and same-sex partners in last year, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of opposite- and same-

sex partners  

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 53 72 86 87 89 94 71 79 

1 27 16 8 7 7 4 16 12 

2+ 21 12 6 6 4 1 13 9 

Mean (SD) 1.1 (2.3) 0.7 (2.4) 0.4 (2.9) 0.3 (1.1) 0.2 (0.8) 0.1 (0.5) 0.7 (2.6) 0.5 (2.0) 

Median (IQR) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-0) 

         

Women         

0 61 80 88 91 96 98 77 85 

1 22 14 8 8 4 2 14 10 

2+ 17 6 3 2 <1 <1 8 5 

Mean (SD) 0.8 (1.8) 0.4 (1.1) 0.4 (5.0) 0.1 (0.6) 0.1 (0.3) 0.0 (0.2) 0.5 (3.2) 0 .3 (2.4) 

Median (IQR) 0 (0-1) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 0 (0-0) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1695 1486 783 757 709 602 3964 6032 

Women 2102 2412 1167 1073 979 799 5681 8532 

Weighted bases         

Men 1214 1341 1381 1349 1095 778 3936 7158 

Women 1185 1339 1398 1378 1171 852 3922 7322 
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Table 39  

Number of occasions of sex with opposite- and same-sex partners in last four weeks, by 

age and sex 

 

Aged 16-74, with at least one 

opposite- or same-sex partner in the 

last year 

      2010-2012 

Number of occasions of sex  Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 25 15 16 17 26 38 18 20 

1 10 10 12 13 16 16 11 12 

2 10 12 15 18 17 18 13 15 

3 8 11 12 11 8 7 11 10 

4 9 10 12 11 10 8 10 10 

5-8 17 21 20 20 15 9 20 18 

9+ 20 21 13 11 8 4 18 14 

Mean (SD) 4.0 (6.7) 5.1 (6.0) 4.0 (4.3) 3.6 (4.3) 2.6 (4.4) 1.4 (2.9) 4.3 (5.8) 3.6 (5.2) 

Median (IQR) 1 (0-5) 3 (1-8) 3 (1-6) 2 (0-5) 1 (0-4) 0 (0-2) 3 (0-6) 2 (0-5) 

         

Women         

0 20 15 19 23 35 49 18 23 

1 9 11 12 14 14 19 11 12 

2 11 12 14 15 13 14 13 13 

3 10 11 13 12 9 6 11 11 

4 7 10 12 10 11 6 10 10 

5-8 21 23 20 18 13 5 21 18 

9+ 23 17 10 9 5 1 16 12 

Mean (SD) 4.3 (6.1) 4.6 (5.1) 3.6 (4.4) 3.0 (4.1) 1.6 (3.0) 0.6 (1.6) 4.2 (5.2) 3.1 (4.6) 

Median (IQR) 2 (0-6) 3 (1-7) 3 (0-5) 2 (0-4) 0 (0-2) 0 (0-0) 3 (0-6) 2 (0-4) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1257 1332 706 620 487 314 3295 4716 

Women 1538 2084 994 814 560 275 4616 6265 

Weighted bases         

Men 921 1200 1279 1166 819 452 3400 5838 

Women 854 1166 1224 1120 745 349 3244 5459 
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Table 40  

Used internet to find a sexual partner in the last year, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one sexual 

partner during lifetime 

      2010-2012 

Used the internet to find partner  Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 8 8 6 4 3 2 7 5 

Women 3 4 3 2 2 1 3 2 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1375 1455 788 760 713 607 3618 5698 

Women 1739 2393 1182 1088 984 812 5314 8198 

Weighted bases         

Men 1003 1302 1392 1359 1116 785 3697 6956 

Women 967 1321 1415 1403 1185 868 3704 7160 
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Table 41  

Had unsafe sex in last year
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Had unsafe sex
a
  Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 6 5 6 7 5 2 6 6 

Women 8 5 5 3 1 1 6 4 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1718 1499 789 767 726 612 4006 6111 

Women 2114 2439 1181 1079 986 813 5734 8612 

Weighted bases         

Men 1230 1353 1393 1365 1123 790 3977 7255 

Women 1192 1353 1413 1385 1179 865 3958 7387 

a Unsafe sex is defined as having two or more new partners and no reported condom use in the last year. 
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Table 42  

Number of opposite- and same-sex partners without a condom in last year, by age and 

sex 

 

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of opposite and same 

sex partners  

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

0 45 22 17 20 31 49 27 29 

1 38 68 76 74 65 51 62 63 

2+ 16 10 6 6 4 1 11 8 

Mean (SD) 0.9 (1.7) 1.0 (1.4) 1.0 (0.9) 0.9 (0.9) 0.8 (0.7) 0.5 (0.5) 1.0 (1.4) 0.9 (1.1) 

Median (IQR) 1 (0-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (0-1) 1 (0-1) 1 (0-1) 1 (0-1) 

         

Women         

0 37 18 19 25 44 67 24 33 

1 48 74 77 73 55 33 67 62 

2+ 14 7 4 2 1 <1 8 5 

Mean (SD) 0.9 (1.3) 0.9 (0.7) 0.90.6) 0.8 (0.6) 0.6 (0.5) 0.4 (0.6) 0.9  (1.2) 0.8 (0.8) 

Median (IQR) 1 (0-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (1-1) 1 (0-1) 0 (0-1) 1 (0-1) 1 (0-1) 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1678 1474 784 757 710 606 3936 6009 

Women 2090 2414 1172 1076 987 807 5676 8546 

Weighted bases         

Men 1204 1332 1381 1349 1101 781 3917 7149 

Women 1180 1340 1404 1380 1178 859 3924 7341 
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Table 43  

New sexual partner while outside the UK in the last five years, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

New sexual partner while outside 

the UK 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 14 14 8 6 3 3 12 8 

Women 10 9 2 2 1 1 7 4 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1711 1493 789 765 717 608 3993 6083 

Women 2113 2423 1182 1078 990 805 5718 8591 

Weighted bases         

Men 1225 1346 1391 1363 1108 786 3962 7219 

Women 1192 1344 1415 1384 1184 859 3951 7378 
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Table 44  

New sexual partner from outside the UK while within the UK in the last five years, by age 

and sex 

 

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

New sexual partner from outside 

the UK 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 8 8 3 1 2 1 6 4 

Women 5 4 2 1 1 <1 3 2 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1711 1494 789 765 717 607 3994 6083 

Women 2112 2423 1180 1078 990 804 5715 8587 

Weighted bases         

Men 1225 1347 1391 1363 1108 786 3963 7219 

Women 1191 1344 1413 1384 1184 858 3948 7374 
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Table 45  

New sexual partner from outside the UK in the last five years
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

New sexual partner from outside 

the UK
a
 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 16 15 8 5 4 2 13 9 

Women 11 8 3 2 2 1 7 5 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1357 1437 763 699 598 411 3557 5265 

Women 1723 2356 1139 970 695 388 5218 7271 

Weighted bases         

Men 991 1288 1357 1286 965 568 3636 6454 

Women 960 1303 1378 1284 893 470 3640 6287 

a A new partner within or outwith the UK. 
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Table 46  

Paid for sex ever, in the last five years, in the last year
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Paid for sex
a
 Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Ever paid for sex 4 13 13 13 14 9 10 11 

Paid for sex in the last five years 3 5 4 4 4 1 4 4 

Paid for sex in the last year 1 1 1 1 2 <1 1 1 

         

Women         

Ever paid for sex <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 

Paid for sex in the last five years - <1 <1 <1 - <1 <1 <1 

Paid for sex in the last year - - - <1 - <1 - <1 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1713 1495 793 767 728 612 4001 6108 

Women 2123 2435 1188 1091 997 817 5746 8651 

Weighted bases         

Men 1226 1346 1401 1367 1134 790 3973 7265 

Women 1196 1351 1422 1401 1192 871 3969 7433 

a Includes sex with anyone of the opposite- or same-sex for which money was paid. 
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Table 47  

Experience of non-volitional sex
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Non-volitional sex
a
 Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Experience of attempted non-

volitional sex 

4 4 4 6 6 4 4 5 

Experience of completed non-

volitional sex 

1 2 1 2 2 <1 1 1 

         

Women         

Experience of attempted non-

volitional sex 

16 19 22 23 20 15 19 19 

Experience of completed non-

volitional sex 

7 10 12 12 10 5 10 10 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1688 1474 788 764 725 610 3950 6049 

Women 2078 2382 1171 1079 987 814 5631 8511 

Weighted bases         

Men 1208 1328 1394 1360 1120 786 3930 7196 

Women 1172 1320 1406 1387 1179 867 3899 7332 

a Non-volitional sex was measured by the questions ‘Has anyone tried to make you have sex with them against 
your will?’ and ‘Has anyone actually made you have sex with them against your will?’. 
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Table 48  

Any natural children
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Any natural children
a
 Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 7 35 72 73 74 82 39 56 

Women 18 55 83 87 84 89 54 69 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1713 1498 793 767 727 606 4004 7252 

Women 1227 1350 1401 1362 1127 785 3978 6104 

Weighted bases         

Men 2124 2436 1186 1092 998 820 5746 8656 

Women 1198 1351 1421 1404 1193 873 3970 7441 

a Excludes stillborn children. 
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Table 49  

Had a child before the age of 18, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Had a child before the age of 18 Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 

Women 5 5 3 4 5 3 4 4 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1232 1482 786 760 709 593 3500 5562 

Women 1562 2411 1178 1089 987 814 5151 8041 

Weighted bases         

Men 936 1336 1389 1351 1111 770 3661 6894 

Women 903 1334 1411 1400 1184 869 3649 7101 
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Table 50  

Number of pregnancies (women), by age   

Women aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Number of pregnancies Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Number of pregnancies         

0 73 34 12 9 13 9 38 25 

1 15 20 14 11 10 9 16 14 

2 7 21 33 30 30 34 21 26 

3 3 12 18 22 25 24 11 17 

4 1 7 12 16 12 12 7 10 

5 <1  3 6 7 6 8 3 5 

6-9 <1  3 3 5 3 4 2 3 

10+ <1  <1   1 <1  <1  <1  <1  <1  
Mean (SD) 0.5 (1.0) 1.6 (1.7) 2.4 (1.7) 2.7 (1.7) 2.5 (1.6) 2.7 (1.6) 1.6 (1.7) 2.0 (1.8) 

Median (IQR) 0 (0-1) 1 (0-2) 2 (1.3) 2 (2-4) 2 (2-3) 2 (2-3) 1 (0-2) 2 (0-3) 

         

Ever been pregnant 27 66 88 91 87 91 62 75 

         

Unweighted bases 2124 2439 1186 1093 999 820 5749 8661 

Weighted bases 1198 1353 1421 1405 1195 873 3972 7445 
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Table 51  

Pregnancy outcomes (women), by age   

Women aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Pregnancy outcomes Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Ever had a miscarriage 6 17 25 27 20 19 17 19 

Ever had a still birth <1 1 1 2 4 3 1 2 

Ever had an abortion 8 16 18 17 8 8 14 13 

Had an abortion in last five years 6 6 2 <1 - - 4 2 

         

Unweighted bases
a
 2124 2431 1182 1087 990 816 5737 8630 

Weighted bases
a
 1198 1349 1417 1397 1182 870 3963 7413 

a Bases shown for miscarriage. Other bases are of a similar magnitude. 
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Table 52 

Whether most recent pregnancy was planned (women)
a
, by age  

Women aged 16-44 who were 

pregnant in the last year 

   2010-2012 

Whether most recent pregnancy 

was planned
a
 

Age at interview   

 16-24 25-34 35-44 Total aged 

16-44 

 % % % % 

     

Unplanned 22 10 14 14 

Ambivalent 45 21 27 29 

Planned 32 70 59 57 

     

Unweighted bases 269 473 93 835 

Weighted bases 140 266 112 518 

a Measured using the London Measure of Unplanned Pregnancy (http://www.lmup.com/) 

 

 
 
  

http://www.lmup.com/


Natsal-3 Reference Tables 

 
 
 
 

Table 53 

Attitude to having children (women), by age
a
 

Women aged 16-49, not currently 
pregnant 

    2010-2012 

Attitude to having more children Age at interview    

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-49 Total aged 

16-49 

 % % % % % 

      
Would definitely like (more) children, 

and currently trying 
5 11 7 2 7 

Would definitely like (more) children, 

but not currently trying 
57 41 11 5 30 

Might like (more) children, but not sure 31 25 14 2 19 

Would definitely not like (more) children 4 18 60 82 38 

Don’t know      
      

Unweighted bases 1934 2268 1156 589 5947 

Weighted bases 1083 1251 1385 759 4478 

a Women aged 50 and over were not asked whether they would like to have more children. 
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Table 54  

Attitude to having children (men), by age  

Men aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Attitude to having more children Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Would definitely like (more) children, 

and currently trying 
4 15 12 5 2 2 11 7 

Would definitely like (more) children, 

but not currently trying 
54 49 17 8 6 4 39 24 

Might like (more) children, but not 

sure 
36 23 19 8 2 1 25 16 

Would definitely not like (more) 

children 
3 9 43 67 79 85 20 45 

Don’t know 3 4 8 12 10 7 5 8 

         

Unweighted bases 1602 1480 792 762 717 607 3874 5960 

Weighted bases 1150 1334 1399 1355 1122 783 3883 7144 
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Table 55  

Ever had a period of trying to get pregnant that lasted for 12 or more months, by age and 

sex 

 

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Ever tried to get pregnant for 12+ 

months 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 4 8 15 15 8 8 10 10 

Women 5 12 18 13 13 11 12 12 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1325 1421 780 741 697 589 3526 5553 

Women 1695 2366 1173 1062 972 798 5234 8066 

Weighted bases         

Men 971 1274 1377 1328 1094 767 3623 6812 

Women 944 1306 1403 1374 1170 854 3654 7052 
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Table 56  

Contraception method used in last 12 months, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one 

opposite-sex partner in lifetime 

      2010-2012 

Contraception method used in 

last 12 months
a
 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

Men         

Male condom 72 51 32 15 11 3 50 31 

Pill 47 41 25 11 4 1 37 22 

Male sterilisation - 1 11 19 18 12 4 10 

Female sterilisation <1  1 4 8 6 3 2 4 

Morning after pill 7 4 1 1 <1  - 4 2 

IUD 2 5 7 7 3 <1  5 4 

Mirena <1  <1 1 1 <1 - <1 <1 

Injections 4 4 1 1 - <1 3 2 

Rhythm method <1  1 1 1 <1 <1 1 1 

Withdrawal 5 7 7 5 3 1 6 5 

Implants 9 6 2 1 - - 5 3 

Other contraception
b
 1 1 1 1 1 <1  1 1 

None 7 15 21 31 40 46 15 26 

         

None used; no opposite-sex 

partners in the last year
c
 

3 3 3 9 18 33 3 10 

         

Women         

Male condom 55 38 23 11 3 1 36 21 

Pill 52 40 18 6 1 <1  35 19 

Male sterilisation <1  3 11 17 8 5 5 8 

Female sterilisation - 1 7 14 12 8 3 8 

Morning after pill 7 3 1  <1 - - 3 2 

IUD 2 6 8 5 2 - 6 4 

Mirena 1 2 5 5 <1 - 3 3 

Injections 7 5 3 <1  <1 - 5 2 

Rhythm method 1 1 2 <1  - - 2 1 

Withdrawal 3 5 4 1  <1 - 4 2 

Implants 12 6 3 1 - - 6 3 

Other contraception
b
 1 1 <1  <1 <1 <1 1 1 

None 9 15 20 31 44 38 15 26 

         

None used; no opposite-sex 

partners in the last year
c
 

2 4 6 11 29 49 4 15 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1333 1435 774 751 729 635 3542 5657 

Women 1686 2406 1184 1090 998 834 5276 8198 

Weighted bases         

Men 976 1292 1368 1345 1142 821 3637 6946 

Women 940 1331 1412 1402 1202 896 3684 7185 

a Respondents could give more than one answer. 
b ‘Other contraception’ includes contraceptive patches, cap or diaphragm, emergency IUD, and foams, gels, 

sprays or pessaries. 
c Estimates based on respondents to the question on contraceptive use. For definitive estimates of the 

proportions of men and women who have had any opposite-sex partners in the last year, see Table 30. 
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Table 57  

Attended a sexual health (GUM) clinic, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one sexual 

partner in lifetime 

      2010-2012 

Attended a sexual health (GUM) 

clinic 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Ever attended a sexual health 

(GUM) clinic 
33 36 19 19 14 7 29 22 

Attended in the last five years 31 24 7 4 2 <1 20 11 

         

Women         

Ever attended a sexual health 

(GUM) clinic 
47 39 21 15 11 5 34 23 

Attended in the last five years 44 21 6 3 1 <1 21 12 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1374 1448 783 752 699 586 3605 5642 

Women 1734 2379 1175 1066 976 794 5288 8124 

Weighted bases         

Men 1002 1298 1380 1346 1098 764 3680 6888 

Women 965 1314 1405 1376 1176 850 3684 7086 

 
 
  



Natsal-3 Reference Tables 

 

  
 

Table 58  

Ever diagnosed with any sexually transmitted infection
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one sexual 

partner in lifetime 

      2010-2012 

Diagnosed with any STI
a
 Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 9 18 14 16 11 8 14 13 

Women 19 22 16 13 10 5 19 14 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1374 1445 782 749 698 584 3601 5632 

Women 1731 2377 1174 1066 976 793 5282 8117 

Weighted bases         

Men 1002 1296 1379 1343 1095 761 3677 6876 

Women 964 1312 1404 1376 1176 849 3680 7081 

a Estimates for women exclude vaginal thrush. 
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Table 59  

Ever diagnosed with a sexually transmitted infection
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one sexual 

partner in lifetime 

      2010-2012 

Diagnosed with STI
a
 Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Chlamydia 5.3 9.7 3.5 2.5 0.4 0.3 6.2 3.9 

Gonorrhoea 0.8 1.6 0.7 2.3 2.5 2.3 1.1 1.7 

Genital warts 1.2 4.7 4.9 3.9 1.1 0.7 3.8 3.0 

Syphilis 0.1 0.4 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 

Trichomonas vaginalis 0.1 0.1 0.1 - - - 0.1 <0.1 

Genital herpes 0.1 2.0 0.7 1.4 0.6 1.2 1.0 1.0 

Pubic lice or crabs 0.5 1.3 2.3 3.3 2.7 1.5 1.5 2.0 

Hepatitis B - 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.8 1.1 0.2 0.5 

NSU/NGU
b,c

  0.9 2.2 2.2 4.1 3.9 1.4 1.8 2.5 

Epididymitis
c
 <0.1 0.1 0.7 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 

Diagnosis, can’t recall what 1.1 1.2 0.9 0.5 0.9 0.4 1.0 0.8 

         

Women         

Chlamydia 12.3 10.8 4.8 2.8 1.2 0.3 8.9 5.4 

Gonorrhoea 1.2 0.8 0.5 1.2 1.9 0.8 0.8 1.0 

Genital warts 3.8 4.8 4.9 3.7 2.3 0.3 4.6 3.5 

Syphilis - <0.1 - 0.1 0.2 - <0.1 0.1 

Trichomonas vaginalis 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.2 0.5 

Genital herpes 1.5 1.9 1.8 1.5 1.0 0.4 1.8 1.4 

Pubic lice or crabs 0.2 0.5 1.3 1.5 1.5 0.9 0.7 1.0 

Hepatitis B 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 

Pelvic inflammatory disease
d
 0.7 1.5 1.3 1.2 1.4 - 1.2 1.1 

Vaginal thrush
d
 19.1 34.3 40.6 38.2 31.6 21.8 32.7 32.3 

Bacterial vaginosis
d
 4.1 6.7 3.6 1.8 0.6 0.2 4.8 3.0 

Diagnosis, can’t recall what 0.2 0.7 0.5 0.8 0.6 0.7 0.5 0.6 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1374 1445 782 749 698 584 3601 5632 

Women 1731 2377 1174 1066 976 793 5282 8117 

Weighted bases         

Men 1002 1296 1379 1343 1095 761 3677 6876 

Women 964 1312 1404 1376 1176 849 5282 7081 

a Estimates shown to one decimal place due to generally low prevalence rates. 
b Non-specific urethritis, non-gonococcal urethritis. 
c Women were not asked about NSU/NGU and epididymitis. 
d Men were not asked about pelvic inflammatory disease, vaginal thrush and bacterial vaginosis. 
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Table 60  

Diagnosed with a sexually transmitted infection in the last five years
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one sexual 

partner in lifetime 

      2010-2012 

Diagnosed with a STI
a
 Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Chlamydia 5.0 5.8 1.7 0.6 - 0.3 4.0 2.3 

Gonorrhoea 0.6 0.6 0.1 0.3 - - 0.4 0.3 

Genital warts 1.2 2.0 0.6 0.2 0.1 - 1.3 0.7 

Syphilis 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.4 - - 0.1 0.1 

Trichomonas vaginalis 0.1 0.1 - - - - <0.1 <0.1 

Genital herpes 0.1 1.1 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.5 0.4 

NSU/NGU
b,c

  0.9 1.8 0.4 0.4 0.1 - 1.0 0.6 

Any of these STIs 6.9 9.3 2.7 1.8 0.3 0.6 6.2 3.8 

         

Women         

Chlamydia 10.4 3.3 0.5 0.4 0.1 - 4.1 2.2 

Gonorrhoea 0.9 0.2 - - - 0.1 0.3 0.2 

Genital warts 3.2 1.6 0.6 0.1 - - 1.7 0.9 

Syphilis - <0.1 - - - - <0.1 <0.1 
Trichomonas vaginalis 0.1 0.1 - - - - 0.1 <0.1 
Genital herpes 1.2 0.9 0.7 0.4 0.2 0.2 0.9 0.6 

Any of these STIs 13.4 5.5 1.8 0.8 0.3 0.3 6.1 3.4 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1364 1433 775 745 692 581 3572 5590 

Women 1727 2362 1169 1058 969 786 5258 8071 

Weighted bases         

Men 992 1284 1367 1336 1085 758 3644 6823 

Women 962 1304 1397 1365 1169 842 3663 7039 

a Estimates shown to one decimal place due to generally low prevalence rates. 
b Non-specific urethritis, non-gonococcal urethritis. 
c Women were not asked about NSU/NGU. 
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Table 61  

Tested for HIV ever, in the last five years and in the last year
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one sexual 

partner in lifetime 

      2010-2012 

Tested for HIV
a
 Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Ever 14 30 22 17 10 6 23 18 

In the last five years 14 24 12 9 4 2 17 11 

In the last year 6 8 4 1 1 <1  6 4 

         

Women         

Ever 28 43 33 16 5 2 35 22 

In the last five years 29 36 18 5 2 <1  28 15 

In the last year 14 13 5 1 <1  - 10 5 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1375 1454 789 758 715 607 3618 5698 

Women 1739 2395 1187 1087 985 814 5321 8207 

Weighted bases         

Men 1003 1302 1393 1356 1121 784 3697 6958 

Women 968 1322 1422 1402 1187 870 3711 7170 

a Excludes HIV test when giving blood. 
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Table 62 

Tested for chlamydia in the last year, by age and sex 

Aged 16-44, with at least one 

sexual partner in lifetime 

   2010-2012 

Tested for chlamydia Age at interview   

 16-24 25-34 35-44 Total aged 

16-44 

 % % % % 

     

Men 35 14 4 16 

Women 54 23 9 26 

     

Unweighted bases     

Men 1377 1444 783 3604 

Women 1738 2375 1172 5285 

Weighted bases     

Men 1005 1294 1380 3678 

Women 968 1312 1402 3682 
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Table 63 

Most recent cervical smear (women), by age 

Women aged 25-74, with at 

least one sexual partner in 

lifetime
a
 

     2010-2012 

Most recent cervical 

smear 

Age at interview     

 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total aged 

25-44 

Total aged 

25-74 

 % % % % % % % 

        

Less than three years ago 74 76 77 61 27 75 68 

Three to five years ago  12 17 17 27 38 15 20 

Five to ten years ago 2 4 4 8 22 3 6 

More than ten years ago <1 2 1 3 12 1 3 

Never 11 2 1 1 1 6 4 

        

Unweighted bases 2382 1150 962 780 574 3532 5848 

Weighted bases  1315 1373 1246 949 612 2688 5495 

a Excludes women who have had a hysterectomy. 
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Table 64  

Has a health condition or disability that has affected sexual activity or enjoyment in the 

last year, by age and sex 

 

Aged 16-74, with at least one sexual 

partner in lifetime 

      2010-2012 

Health condition or disability that 

has affected sexual activity or 

enjoyment 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 6 11 14 18 25 29 11 17 

Women 13 19 17 20 19 15 16 17 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1362 1445 782 749 698 585 3589 5621 

Women 1716 2376 1174 1064 975 792 5266 8097 

Weighted bases         

Men 995 1296 1378 1343 1095 762 3670 6870 

Women 957 1312 1404 1374 1175 848 3673 7071 
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Table 65  

Has taken medication that has affected sexual activity or enjoyment in the last year, by 

age and sex 

 

Aged 16-74, with at least one sexual 

partner in lifetime 

      2010-2012 

Medication that has affected 

sexual activity or enjoyment 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 3 4 6 9 16 19 4 9 

Women 7 8 7 9 7 5 7 7 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1362 1445 782 748 698 581 3589 5616 

Women 1716 2377 1174 1065 976 789 5267 8097 

Weighted bases         

Men 995 1296 1378 1340 1095 759 3670 6863 

Women 957 1313 1404 1376 1176 844 3674 7070 
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Table 66  

Circumcised (men), by age   

Men aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Circumcised Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Circumcised 14 20 19 20 23 34 18 21 

         

Unweighted bases 1670 1480 789 776 755 647 3939 6117 

Weighted bases 1195 1329 1395 1382 1171 839 3919 7312 
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Table 67  

Experienced sexual difficulties for three or more months in the last year, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one sexual 

partner in last year 

      2010-2012 

Experienced sexual difficulties Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Lacked interest in having sex 11 15 17 15 17 14 15 15 

Lacked enjoyment in having sex 5 7 5 3 5 2 6 5 

Anxiety during sex 6 6 6 4 6 4 6 5 

Physical pain as a result of sex 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 

No excitement or arousal during sex 3 4 3 2 3 3 4 3 

No orgasm or took a long time to 

reach orgasm, despite arousal 
9 10 8 8 10 10 9 9 

Reached orgasm more quickly than 

would have liked 
17 19 16 14 10 11 17 15 

Trouble in achieving or maintaining 

erections
a
 

8 8 8 13 23 30 8 13 

         

One or more of these problems 36 40 40 40 48 54 39 42 

Two or more of these problems 14 15 14 12 16 13 14 14 

         

Women         

Lacked interest in having sex 25 32 37 38 39 34 32 34 

Lacked enjoyment in having sex 11 13 11 13 14 8 12 12 

Anxiety during sex 8 8 4 4 3 2 7 5 

Physical pain as a result of sex 10 8 5 6 10 5 7 7 

No excitement or arousal during sex 9 8 7 9 10 7 8 8 

No orgasm or took a long time to 

reach orgasm, despite arousal 
21 17 14 15 16 14 17 16 

Reached orgasm more quickly than 

would have liked 
4 2 2 3 2 1 3 2 

Uncomfortably dry vagina
b
 9 10 8 14 27 20 9 13 

         

One or more of these problems 46 49 49 52 61 56 48 51 

Two or more of these problems 23 24 19 22 28 18 22 22 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1279 1376 719 630 512 324 3374 4840 

Women 1662 2236 1050 871 569 281 4948 6669 

Weighted bases         

Men 936 1238 1298 1186 849 469 3471 5975 

Women 923 1246 1290 1186 755 355 3459 5755 

a Asked of men only. 
b Asked of women only. 
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Table 68  

Share with partner the same level of interest in having sex, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, in steady sexual 

relationship for all of last year 

      2010-2012 

The same level of interest in 

having sex as partner 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 39 22 18 23 20 23 23 22 

Agree 38 40 41 34 40 48 40 39 

Neither agree nor disagree 7 13 16 16 18 15 14 15 

Disagree 12 21 22 22 19 12 20 20 

Disagree strongly 4 4 3 5 4 1 4 4 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 30 23 22 23 18 17 24 22 

Agree 41 36 33 35 42 54 35 37 

Neither agree nor disagree 8 11 13 15 16 14 12 13 

Disagree 18 26 28 23 22 14 26 24 

Disagree strongly 3 4 5 4 2 1 4 4 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 426 905 537 461 382 235 1868 2946 

Women 756 1542 801 661 417 203 3099 4380 

Weighted bases         

Men 332 864 1052 942 678 353 2248 4221 

Women 430 910 1056 973 587 267 2395 4222 
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Table 69  

Share with partner the same sexual likes and dislikes, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, in steady sexual 

relationship for all of last year 

      2010-2012 

The same level sexual likes and 

dislikes as partner 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 38 22 21 25 20 22 24 23 

Agree 43 54 53 49 54 56 52 52 

Neither agree nor disagree 9 14 16 16 15 14 14 15 

Disagree 9 9 9 9 10 7 9 9 

Disagree strongly 1 1 1 1 1 <1 1 1 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 34 29 31 28 22 19 31 28 

Agree 49 53 51 51 57 64 52 53 

Neither agree nor disagree 11 11 10 12 14 10 11 11 

Disagree 5 6 7 8 7 7 6 7 

Disagree strongly 1 <1 1 1 <1 - 1 1 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 426 905 537 461 382 235 1868 2946 

Women 756 1541 801 661 417 203 3098 4379 

Weighted bases         

Men 332 864 1052 942 678 353 2248 4221 

Women 430 909 1056 973 587 267 2395 4221 
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Table 70  

Partner experienced sexual difficulties in the last year, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, in steady sexual 

relationship for all of last year 

      2010-2012 

Partner experienced sexual 

difficulties 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 4 4 2 4 3 4 3 3 

Agree 13 12 14 14 20 19 13 15 

Neither agree nor disagree 12 11 14 13 16 21 12 14 

Disagree 37 41 42 42 41 40 40 41 

Disagree strongly 34 33 28 27 20 16 31 27 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 4 2 4 6 6 8 3 5 

Agree 6 7 8 13 21 36 8 13 

Neither agree nor disagree 6 6 8 12 15 10 7 10 

Disagree 31 34 35 38 39 36 34 36 

Disagree strongly 52 50 45 31 18 10 48 38 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 426 905 537 460 381 235 1868 2944 

Women 756 1541 800 661 417 203 3097 4378 

Weighted bases         

Men 332 864 1052 940 677 353 2248 4217 

Women 430 910 1054 973 587 267 2393 4220 
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Table 71  

Emotionally close to partner when having sex, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, in steady sexual 

relationship for all of last year 

      2010-2012 

Emotionally close to partner 

when having sex 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 66 61 60 61 62 74 62 63 

Agree 26 28 31 30 31 23 29 29 

Neither agree nor disagree 6 9 7 8 6 3 8 7 

Disagree 1 1 1 <1 1 <1 1 1 

Disagree strongly 1 1 1 <1 1 - 1 1 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 70 61 54 54 59 56 60 58 

Agree 24 29 35 32 33 35 30 31 

Neither agree nor disagree 5 8 9 11 6 6 8 8 

Disagree 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 

Disagree strongly 1 <1 1 1 1 - 1 1 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 426 905 537 461 382 235 1868 2946 

Women 756 1540 801 661 417 203 3097 4378 

Weighted bases         

Men 332 864 1052 942 678 353 2248 4221 

Women 430 909 1056 973 587 267 2394 4221 
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Table 72  

Happy in relationship, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, in steady sexual 

relationship for all of last year 

      2010-2012 

Happy in relationship Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 66 70 67 64 62 68 68 66 

Women 66 66 62 58 61 54 64 62 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 426 905 537 462 382 235 1868 2947 

Women 756 1541 801 661 417 203 3098 4379 

Weighted bases         

Men 332 864 1052 945 678 353 2248 4224 

Women 430 909 1056 973 587 267 2395 4222 
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Table 73  

Feels satisfied with sex life
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Satisfied with sex life
a
 Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 29 25 23 21 16 16 25 22 

Agree 36 44 40 40 38 37 40 40 

Neither agree nor disagree 20 16 19 20 26 28 18 21 

Disagree 12 13 14 16 15 15 13 14 

Disagree strongly 3 2 3 3 5 4 3 3 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 28 27 26 22 17 13 27 23 

Agree 40 41 38 38 37 36 40 38 

Neither agree nor disagree 22 19 21 24 30 40 21 25 

Disagree 8 10 11 12 12 8 10 10 

Disagree strongly 2 3 4 5 4 3 3 3 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1601 1477 788 759 707 601 3866 5933 

Women 1985 2409 1179 1085 977 793 5573 8428 

Weighted bases         

Men 1150 1332 1390 1355 1106 778 3871 7110 

Women 1109 1334 1416 1395 1174 849 3860 7278 

a ‘Sex life’ defined as including sexual thoughts, sexual feelings, sexual activity and sexual relationships. 

 
  



Natsal-3 Reference Tables 

 

 

Table 74  

Feel distressed or worried about sex life
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Distressed or worried about sex 

life
a
 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 2 

Agree 8 8 8 9 12 9 8 9 

Neither agree nor disagree 17 16 21 18 26 25 18 20 

Disagree 37 39 38 40 38 40 38 39 

Disagree strongly 35 35 32 31 22 25 34 30 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 2 2 1 3 3 2 2 2 

Agree 8 10 9 9 7 5 9 8 

Neither agree nor disagree 19 19 23 24 27 31 20 23 

Disagree 36 36 36 36 39 37 36 37 

Disagree strongly 35 33 31 28 25 24 33 29 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1601 1478 788 759 708 602 3867 5936 

Women 1985 2411 1179 1084 980 798 5575 8437 

Weighted bases         

Men 1150 1333 1390 1355 1107 780 3872 7114 

Women 1110 1336 1416 1395 1178 853 3861 7287 

a ‘Sex life’ defined as including sexual thoughts, sexual feelings, sexual activity and sexual relationships. 

 
  



Natsal-3 Reference Tables 

 

Table 75  

Avoided sex because of own or partner’s difficulties, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74
a
       2010-2012 

Avoided sex Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 1 1 2 2 3 3 1 2 

Agree 6 8 9 10 14 19 8 10 

Neither agree nor disagree 12 8 12 11 18 18 10 13 

Disagree 30 35 34 35 36 35 33 34 

Disagree strongly 52 48 44 42 28 25 48 41 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 1 2 2 4 4 4 2 3 

Agree 8 9 10 12 17 14 9 11 

Neither agree nor disagree 12 11 12 17 20 28 12 16 

Disagree 32 36 38 36 35 34 36 36 

Disagree strongly 47 42 38 32 24 20 42 34 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1461 1478 788 759 706 600 3727 5792 

Women 1818 2411 1179 1085 982 794 5408 8269 

Weighted bases         

Men 1072 1333 1390 1355 1103 778 3794 7030 

Women 1026 1336 1416 1395 1179 848 3777 7200 

a Excludes 16 and 17 year olds who have not had vaginal or anal sex. 
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Table 76  

Sought help or advice regarding sex life
a
, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74
b
       2010-2012 

Sought help or advice Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 25 15 10 10 14 12 16 14 

Women 32 22 11 9 10 5 21 15 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1461 1478 787 758 709 603 3726 5796 

Women 1818 2411 1177 1088 988 804 5406 8286 

Weighted bases         

Men 1071 1333 1389 1351 1108 781 3793 7033 

Women 1026 1336 1413 1398 1184 858 3775 7215 

a ‘Sex life’ defined as including sexual thoughts, sexual feelings, sexual activity and sexual relationships. 
b Excludes 16 and 17 year olds who have not had vaginal or anal sex. 
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Table 77  

Current preference for frequency of sex, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one sexual 

partner in last year 

      2010-2012 

Current preference for frequency 

of sex 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Much more often 21 23 21 15 13 8 22 18 

A bit more often 37 43 46 47 44 37 43 43 

About right as it is 40 33 32 38 42 51 35 38 

A bit less often 1 <1 <1 <1 1 2 1 1 

Much less often 1 1 <1 <1 <1 2 <1 <1 
         

Women         

Much more often 14 16 13 14 8 4 14 13 

A bit more often 31 38 39 33 30 21 36 34 

About right as it is 52 43 45 49 56 65 46 49 

A bit less often 2 3 3 3 3 6 2 3 

Much less often 1 1 1 1 3 4 1 1 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1286 1375 719 630 510 323 3380 4843 

Women 1665 2236 1049 872 567 279 4950 6668 

Weighted bases         

Men 940 1236 1298 1189 846 467 3474 5976 

Women 925 1245 1288 1188 753 353 3458 5752 
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Table 78  

Always finds it easy to talk to partner(s) about sex, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74, with at least one sexual 

partner in lifetime  

      2010-2012 

Always finds it easy to talk to 

partner(s) about sex 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 46 35 29 28 25 27 36 31 

Women 33 26 21 22 22 30 26 25 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1368 1442 782 745 692 580 3592 5609 

Women 1725 2373 1167 1062 969 781 5265 8077 

Weighted bases         

Men 998 1293 1378 1336 1088 755 3669 6849 

Women 961 1310 1395 1373 1170 836 3666 7045 
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Table 79  

Even taken medicine or pills to assist sexual performance, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74
a
       2010-2012 

Ever taken medicine or pills to 

assist sexual performance 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men 7 11 11 13 18 20 10 13 

Women 3 3 2 1 1 2 3 2 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1362 1444 782 746 697 586 3588 5617 

Women 1715 2377 1170 1065 975 793 5262 8095 

Weighted bases         

Men 995 1295 1378 1338 1093 764 3669 6863 

Women 957 1313 1399 1376 1174 849 3668 7067 

a Excludes 16 and 17 year olds who have not had vaginal or anal sex. 
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Table 80  

Attitude to non-exclusivity in marriage, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Attitude to non-exclusivity in 

marraige 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Always wrong 67 62 59 53 48 53 63 57 

Mostly wrong 22 26 26 30 32 28 25 27 

Sometimes wrong 8 9 12 14 16 15 10 12 

Rarely wrong 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 

Not wrong at all 2 1 1 3 3 4 2 2 

         

Always/mostly wrong 89 88 86 82 79 81 88 85 

Rarely wrong/not wrong at all 4 3 2 4 5 4 3 3 

         

Women         

Always wrong 74 71 65 61 59 58 70 65 

Mostly wrong 20 22 23 28 26 28 22 24 

Sometimes wrong 5 6 10 11 13 13 7 10 

Rarely wrong 1 <1 1 <1 <1 <1 1 <1 

Not wrong at all 1 1 1 <1 1 1 1 1 

         

Always/mostly wrong 94 93 88 88 85 86 92 89 

Rarely wrong/not wrong at all 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1711 1504 788 764 743 643 4003 6153 

Women 2120 2451 1195 1096 1009 839 5766 8710 

Weighted bases         

Men 1227 1352 1398 1369 1151 834 3978 7332 

Women 1196 1361 1433 1411 1206 898 3990 7505 
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Table 81  

Attitude to one night stands, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Attitude to one night stands Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Always wrong 16 21 28 30 36 49 22 28 

Mostly wrong 15 14 16 23 24 23 15 19 

Sometimes wrong 35 31 29 25 21 13 32 27 

Rarely wrong 15 12 7 6 4 5 11 8 

Not wrong at all 19 22 20 17 14 10 20 17 

         

Always/mostly wrong 31 35 44 52 60 71 37 47 

Rarely wrong/not wrong at all 34 34 26 22 19 15 31 26 

         

Women         

Always wrong 28 28 33 41 52 66 30 40 

Mostly wrong 23 16 20 25 27 23 20 22 

Sometimes wrong 31 32 26 22 15 6 29 23 

Rarely wrong 8 9 6 4 2 1 8 5 

Not wrong at all 9 15 15 8 4 3 13 9 

         

Always/mostly wrong 52 45 53 66 79 89 50 62 

Rarely wrong/not wrong at all 17 24 21 12 6 4 21 15 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1680 1472 758 745 722 609 3910 5986 

Women 2082 2378 1147 1074 993 831 5607 8505 

Weighted bases         

Men 1201 1326 1342 1334 1114 790 3869 7107 

Women 1174 1321 1370 1380 1192 888 3865 7326 
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Table 82  

Attitude to male same-sex partnerships, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Attitude to male same-sex 

partnerships 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Always wrong 23 27 32 34 41 57 27 34 

Mostly wrong 10 9 7 11 12 12 9 10 

Sometimes wrong 8 7 9 7 7 6 8 7 

Rarely wrong 10 7 6 9 7 3 8 8 

Not wrong at all 49 50 46 39 33 21 48 41 

         

Always/mostly wrong 34 36 39 45 53 69 36 44 

Rarely wrong/not wrong at all 59 57 52 48 40 24 56 48 

         

Women         

Always wrong 11 15 16 15 21 31 14 17 

Mostly wrong 5 4 5 7 8 11 5 7 

Sometimes wrong 6 6 7 9 10 10 6 8 

Rarely wrong 10 8 8 8 10 8 9 9 

Not wrong at all 68 67 64 60 52 40 66 60 

         

Always/mostly wrong 16 19 21 22 29 42 19 24 

Rarely wrong/not wrong at all 78 75 72 68 61 48 75 69 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1680 1460 761 749 721 622 3901 5993 

Women 2084 2379 1157 1037 954 790 5620 8401 

Weighted bases         

Men 1202 1315 1349 1330 1123 801 3866 7121 

Women 1177 1323 1389 1326 1138 844 3889 7197 
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Table 83  

Attitude to female same-sex partnerships, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Attitude to female same-sex 

partnerships 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Always wrong 13 18 22 22 28 46 18 23 

Mostly wrong 10 9 9 15 14 15 9 12 

Sometimes wrong 12 10 11 10 11 9 11 10 

Rarely wrong 12 9 8 10 8 6 10 9 

Not wrong at all 53 54 50 43 38 24 52 45 

         

Always/mostly wrong 22 27 32 37 43 61 27 35 

Rarely wrong/not wrong at all 65 63 58 53 46 30 62 54 

         

Women         

Always wrong 12 14 15 15 21 32 14 17 

Mostly wrong 5 4 5 7 8 12 5 6 

Sometimes wrong 6 6 7 9 10 10 6 8 

Rarely wrong 10 9 8 8 9 7 9 9 

Not wrong at all 67 67 65 60 52 39 66 60 

         

Always/mostly wrong 17 19 20 22 29 43 18 24 

Rarely wrong/not wrong at all 77 75 73 68 61 46 75 68 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1679 1460 763 753 715 610 3902 5980 

Women 2083 2385 1157 1043 957 797 5625 8422 

Weighted bases         

Men 1201 1315 1348 1338 1114 788 3865 7104 

Women 1176 1326 1390 1338 1144 854 3892 7228 
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Table 84  

Attitudes: it’s OK to have sex with someone else without being in love with them, by age 

and sex 

 

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

It’s OK to have sex without love Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 19 21 14 15 9 6 18 14 

Agree 46 46 50 48 46 44 47 47 

Neither agree nor disagree 21 17 20 21 24 24 19 21 

Disagree 10 11 11 12 13 19 11 13 

Disagree strongly 4 5 5 4 7 7 5 5 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 9 12 11 8 5 3 11 8 

Agree 37 42 40 38 32 27 39 37 

Neither agree nor disagree 29 24 27 27 26 25 26 26 

Disagree 17 14 16 19 23 31 16 19 

Disagree strongly 8 9 7 8 14 14 8 10 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1721 1516 798 783 762 653 4035 6233 

Women 2125 2474 1207 1115 1020 857 5806 8798 

Weighted bases         

Men 1233 1367 1410 1399 1183 848 4010 7439 

Women 1197 1373 1443 1434 1223 918 4013 7588 
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Table 85  

Attitudes: people are under a lot of pressure to have sex nowadays, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

People are under a lot of 

pressure to have sex 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 23 20 21 21 19 21 21 21 

Agree 45 43 40 39 42 45 42 42 

Neither agree nor disagree 19 22 26 22 22 16 23 22 

Disagree 11 13 11 16 15 15 12 14 

Disagree strongly 1 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 29 25 28 31 31 30 27 29 

Agree 46 45 43 43 46 51 45 45 

Neither agree nor disagree 15 20 18 15 12 9 18 15 

Disagree 8 9 10 9 9 9 9 9 

Disagree strongly 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1721 1505 788 772 742 633 4014 6161 

Women 2125 2435 1189 1100 1016 848 5749 8713 

Weighted bases         

Men 1233 1356 1395 1381 1156 818 3983 7338 

Women 1195 1349 1424 1415 1216 910 3968 7509 
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Table 86  

Attitudes: it’s natural for people to want sex less as they grow older, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Natural for people to want sex 

less as they grow older 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 4 3 4 3 6 10 4 5 

Agree 29 36 35 42 48 56 34 40 

Neither agree nor disagree 42 34 31 24 19 13 35 28 

Disagree 21 24 27 27 23 18 24 24 

Disagree strongly 4 3 4 4 3 3 3 3 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 5 5 6 8 9 10 5 7 

Agree 28 34 35 40 45 53 32 39 

Neither agree nor disagree 44 35 30 24 19 20 36 29 

Disagree 22 24 25 24 25 16 24 23 

Disagree strongly 2 3 3 3 2 2 3 3 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1610 1470 783 778 753 649 3863 6043 

Women 2010 2384 1182 1102 1015 857 5576 8550 

Weighted bases         

Men 1161 1324 1388 1385 1171 842 3874 7271 

Women 1134 1327 1416 1420 1218 918 3876 7433 
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Table 87  

Attitudes: men have a naturally higher sex drive than women, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Men have a naturally higher sex 

drive 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 12 13 11 9 6 11 12 10 

Agree 33 32 31 33 30 38 32 33 

Neither agree nor disagree 33 30 33 30 35 27 32 32 

Disagree 18 22 23 25 26 22 21 23 

Disagree strongly 4 3 2 3 3 2 3 3 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 16 15 14 13 13 13 15 14 

Agree 34 35 36 36 40 47 35 37 

Neither agree nor disagree 26 22 23 23 23 18 24 23 

Disagree 21 24 23 25 22 20 23 23 

Disagree strongly 3 4 4 4 2 2 4 3 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1680 1500 780 769 738 622 3960 6089 

Women 2096 2456 1201 1100 1016 844 5753 8713 

Weighted bases         

Men 1202 1350 1380 1369 1154 810 3933 7266 

Women 1183 1364 1439 1419 1220 904 3986 7530 
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Table 88  

Attitudes: there’s too much sex in the media these days, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Too much sex in the media Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 16 21 23 20 23 32 20 22 

Agree 37 41 43 43 44 48 40 42 

Neither agree nor disagree 31 24 23 25 22 13 26 24 

Disagree 15 13 11 11 11 6 13 11 

Disagree strongly 2 1 1 1 1 <1 1 1 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 21 27 27 31 34 44 25 30 

Agree 44 42 44 48 48 46 43 45 

Neither agree nor disagree 24 24 22 16 15 8 23 19 

Disagree 10 7 6 5 3 2 7 6 

Disagree strongly 1 1 1 1 <1 1 1 1 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1713 1510 797 784 757 654 4020 6215 

Women 2119 2465 1200 1117 1023 866 5784 8790 

Weighted bases         

Men 1228 1359 1410 1395 1180 848 3998 7420 

Women 1194 1370 1438 1437 1227 925 4002 7590 
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Table 89  

Attitudes: young people today start having sex too early, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Young people today start having 

sex too early 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 30 34 33 34 31 40 32 33 

Agree 49 45 47 46 49 46 47 47 

Neither agree nor disagree 16 16 16 16 15 9 16 15 

Disagree 6 4 4 3 5 4 4 4 

Disagree strongly <1 1 1 1 <1 1 1 1 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 44 46 44 42 45 51 45 45 

Agree 47 40 43 43 45 44 43 44 

Neither agree nor disagree 7 11 11 11 8 4 10 9 

Disagree 2 2 2 4 2 1 2 2 

Disagree strongly <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 <1 
         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1716 1500 785 768 746 637 4001 6152 

Women 2128 2448 1192 1105 1014 864 5768 8751 

Weighted bases         

Men 1229 1352 1389 1368 1154 827 3970 7320 

Women 1200 1358 1431 1424 1217 924 3989 7554 
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Table 90  

Attitudes: gay men should be able to adopt children, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Gay men should be able to adopt 

children 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 22 15 8 6 5 2 15 10 

Agree 37 33 31 27 21 11 33 28 

Neither agree nor disagree 22 23 25 22 18 13 23 21 

Disagree 10 15 21 22 28 31 15 20 

Disagree strongly 11 15 15 22 27 42 14 21 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 37 24 17 10 7 4 25 17 

Agree 37 41 42 41 34 26 40 38 

Neither agree nor disagree 14 19 23 25 28 22 19 22 

Disagree 7 10 12 16 20 26 10 14 

Disagree strongly 4 7 7 8 12 22 6 9 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1701 1489 789 781 753 654 3979 6167 

Women 2119 2447 1191 1106 1013 847 5757 8723 

Weighted bases         

Men 1214 1346 1395 1384 1170 846 3955 7355 

Women 1196 1358 1423 1421 1214 905 3977 7516 
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Table 91  

Attitudes: lesbians should be able to adopt children, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Lesbians should be able to adopt 

children 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 22 15 9 7 6 2 15 10 

Agree 37 34 32 30 24 17 34 30 

Neither agree nor disagree 22 23 26 23 20 18 24 22 

Disagree 10 15 19 22 28 29 15 20 

Disagree strongly 9 13 14 19 21 34 12 17 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 37 25 17 10 7 4 26 17 

Agree 37 41 42 42 35 27 40 38 

Neither agree nor disagree 14 19 22 25 28 23 19 22 

Disagree 7 9 12 15 20 25 9 14 

Disagree strongly 4 6 7 7 11 21 6 9 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1700 1491 790 775 750 652 3981 6158 

Women 2120 2444 1191 1106 1018 850 5755 8729 

Weighted bases         

Men 1214 1348 1397 1374 1166 842 3958 7340 

Women 1196 1356 1423 1421 1220 908 3975 7523 
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Table 92  

Attitudes: teaching young people about sexual matters encourages them to have sex, by 

age and sex 

 

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

Teaching young people about 

sexual matters encourages them 

to have sex 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Agree strongly 3 3 3 2 3 5 3 3 

Agree 23 19 18 15 22 31 20 20 

Neither agree nor disagree 28 22 21 23 19 23 24 23 

Disagree 38 46 49 50 46 36 44 45 

Disagree strongly 7 10 9 10 10 5 9 9 

         

Women         

Agree strongly 4 2 2 3 4 5 3 3 

Agree 15 12 11 12 18 28 12 15 

Neither agree nor disagree 26 22 20 19 19 22 23 21 

Disagree 44 50 54 52 48 40 49 49 

Disagree strongly 11 14 14 14 11 6 13 12 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1712 1505 797 778 749 643 4014 6184 

Women 2116 2457 1200 1105 1013 846 5773 8737 

Weighted bases         

Men 1228 1357 1408 1383 1162 833 3993 7371 

Women 1196 1364 1436 1421 1217 901 3996 7535 
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Table 93  

Perception of how many young people in the UK have sexual intercourse before their 

sixteenth birthday, by age and sex 

 

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

How many young people have 

sex before their 16th birthday 

Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Less than a quarter 6 7 9 12 10 11 7 9 

About a quarter 27 25 26 27 26 27 26 26 

About a half 40 40 42 38 41 35 41 40 

About three quarters 18 18 15 16 14 17 17 16 

More than three quarters 9 10 9 8 8 10 10 9 

         

Women         

Less than a quarter 3 3 6 6 5 4 4 5 

About a quarter 20 20 19 22 21 20 20 21 

About a half 42 45 43 41 41 42 43 42 

About three quarters 22 19 20 20 22 24 20 21 

More than three quarters 14 12 12 11 10 10 13 12 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1671 1457 762 738 701 605 3890 5934 

Women 2079 2387 1141 1056 977 789 5607 8429 

Weighted bases         

Men 1201 1316 1349 1301 1095 779 3865 7041 

Women 1167 1318 1367 1355 1167 848 3852 7222 
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Table 94  

Perception of HIV/AIDS risk to self, by age and sex  

Aged 16-74       2010-2012 

HIV/AIDS risk to self Age at interview       

 16-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 Total 

aged 16-

44 

Total 

aged 16-

74 

 % % % % % % % % 

         

Men         

Greatly at risk 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 

Quite a lot  4 3 2 2 2 1 3 2 

Not very much 37 27 18 18 12 6 27 20 

Not at all at risk 57 69 79 78 84 91 69 76 

Don’t know 1 <1 <1 1 <1 1 <1 1 

         

Women         

Greatly at risk 1 1 1 1 <1 1 1 1 

Quite a lot  3 2 2 2 1 <1 2 2 

Not very much 26 20 15 11 8 3 20 14 

Not at all at risk 70 77 82 85 91 95 76 83 

Don’t know 1 1 1 <1 <1 1 1 <1 

         

Unweighted bases         

Men 1729 1522 801 789 769 664 4052 6274 

Women 2138 2483 1213 1117 1030 874 5834 8855 

Weighted bases         

Men 1238 1372 1416 1407 1193 857 4026 7483 

Women 1206 1378 1452 1437 1235 935 4036 7642 
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Table 95 

Positive test for chlamydia, by age and sex 

Aged 16-44, with at least one 

sexual partner in the last year 

and with a valid urine test 

result 

   2010-2012 

Positive test for chlamydia Age at interview   

 16-24 25-34 35-44 Total aged 

16-44 

 % % % % 

     

Men 2.3 1.0 0.3 1.1 

Women 3.1 1.5 0.3 1.5 

     

Unweighted bases     

Men 840 693 352 1885 

Women 992 1146 527 2665 

Weighted bases     

Men 624 807 835 2266 

Women 597 809 878 2284 
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Table 96 

Positive test for gonorrhoea, by age and sex 

Aged 16-44, with at least one 

sexual partner in the last year 

and with a valid urine test 

result 

   2010-2012 

Positive test for 

gonorrhoea 

Age at interview   

 16-24 25-34 35-44 Total aged 

16-44 

 % % % % 

     

Men <0.1 0.1  - <0.1 

Women 0.1 -  - <0.1 

     

Unweighted bases     

Men 840 693 352 1885 

Women 992 1146 527 2665 

Weighted bases     

Men 624 807 835 2266 

Women 597 809 878 2284 
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Table 97 

Positive test for HPV, by age and sex 

Aged 16-44, with at least one 

sexual partner in the last year 

and with a valid urine test 

result 

   2010-2012 

Positive test for HPV Age at interview   

 16-24 25-34 35-44 Total aged 

16-44 

 % % % % 

     

Men     

Any HPV 15.9 18.1 15.0 16.3 

HPV-16 1.5 2.1 1.9 1.9 

HPV-18 0.6 0.5 0.3 0.5 

Any high risk HPV
a
 7.0 9.2 8.8 8.4 

     

Women     

Any HPV 44.8 29.7 22.2 30.8 

HPV-16 4.7 4.2 2.0 3.5 

HPV-18 1.4 0.5 0.6 0.8 

Any high risk HPV
a
 25.8 15.6 9.3 15.9 

     

Unweighted bases     

Men 801 661 337 1799 

Women 957 1108 504 2569 

Weighted bases     

Men 593 766 805 2165 

Women 573 779 837 2189 

a High risk types of HPV are 16, 18, 31, 33, 35, 39, 45, 51, 52, 56, 58, 59, and 68.  
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Table 98 

Positive test for HIV, by age and sex 

Aged 16-44, with at least one 

sexual partner in the last year 

and with a valid urine test 

result 

   2010-2012 

Positive test for HIV Age at interview   

 16-24 25-34 35-44 Total aged 

16-44 

 % % % % 

     

Men 0.1 0.4 0.2 0.2 

Women  - 0.1 0.1 0.1 

     

Unweighted bases     

Men 840 693 352 1885 

Women 992 1146 527 2665 

Weighted bases     

Men 624 807 835 2266 

Women 597 809 878 2284 

 

 

 


